
Matthew 5:10-12 

Inextinguishable Joy   

As we come to the close of the Beatitudes, Christ gives us an encouraging word about the expectation that 

comes with the likeness that he forms in us. The Beatitudes are the blessed statements that tell the 

characteristics of the twice born. The people of whom these characteristics are true are blessed by God but 

persecuted by the world. This is our calling. Never forget, nor neglect this truth. Peter says it plainly in these 

words in the 21 verses of the 2 chapter of his first epistle: To this you have been called, because Christ also 

suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his footsteps.  

Some might say, all these blessed statements have been leading up to persecution? No, look closer, these 

statements are leading to rejoicing.  

It’s one thing to expect persecution. It’s another thing to rejoice in the midst of persecution, but that is exactly 

what our Lord calls us to do. 

Hear the Word of the Lord: Read Text 

We see this story of rejoicing no matter what spread through Scripture. The first thing that James writes to 

believes who are scattered is to count it all joy when they enter various trials (James 1:2-4). The Apostles were 

arrested and beaten by the religious authorities and then freed. As they were freed the Bible tells us in Acts 

that they left the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the 

name. (5:41). Paul, after being stoned and drug out of Lystra and left for dead, went back into the city that he 

was drug out of and encouraged the believers saying, through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of 

God (Acts 14:22). We read about the Saints in Hebrews 11 who suffered. The Bible says the world was not 

worthy of them. Hebrews 11 builds up to Hebrews 12 to call Christians to endurance. Our reason for 

endurance is plain when we read Hebrews 12:2. The Bible says … and let us run with endurance the race that 

is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him 

endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.  

If our Lord commands us to rejoice during persecution we need to explore the reasons to rejoice. Today I want 

to give you 2 reasons our joy in Christ cannot be extinguished. Why should we rejoice in persecution? 

1. Persecution Authenticates Our Identity  

Never forget that the centerpiece of Christianity is a Cross. Now it’s not just a cross, it’s an empty cross with an 

empty tomb, with a Savior seated at the right hand of the Father, who is soon coming again. But, the 

centerpiece is a cruel Cross. Listen to what Jesus says in John: If the world hates you, know that it has hated 

me before it has hated you. If you were to the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are 

not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. Remember the word that I said 

to you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me they will persecute you. If they kept my 

word, they will also keep yours. (John 15:18-20)  

One of the most powerful book on discipleship is Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s The Cost of Discipleship. Bonhoeffer 

was a Christian pastor in Germany during WW2. Bonhoeffer was hanged to death just days before his POW 

camp was liberated by the Americans. Listen to what he says about persecution: 

“Suffering, then, is a badge of true discipleship. The disciple is not above his master. Following Christ 
means pass passiva, suffering because we have to suffer….Discipleship means allegiance to the  



suffering Christ, and it is therefore not at all surprising that Christians should be called upon to suffer. 
In fact, it is a joy and token of his grace.”1 

  

John Stott goes so far as to say that persecution elicits joy because it is a “token of genuineness, a certificate 

of Christian authenticity.”2 Nothing ensures that your mind is set on things above like persecution for 

righteousness sake. 

Let’s be honest this morning, there is nothing more exacting for our faith than persecution. You want to know 

what is in a man, squeeze him and see what comes out. As an old pastor used to say, what is down in the well 

will come up in the bucket. If what Jesus says is true, and it always is, then persecution for righteousness sake 

(for the right reasons, for reasons that honor God) assures us of the Spirit’s work in us to direct our affections 

to Christlikeness. Persecution for righteousness sake tells our own souls and the world that our hope is not in 

the temporary of this life, but in the overwhelming glory that awaits all who hope in him. 

Nothing will test your faith like persecution. There are all kinds of persecutions. We are not necessarily talking 

about being burned at the stake. Persecution may come in a simple form like getting skipped over in your job 

because of your particular stance on issues that conflict with your plain convictions about Christ. Or it could be 

as simple as people poking fun at you because you are a Christian. Jesus expands what he means by 

persecution in these verses. We are not simply talking about being persecuted, but receiving persecution. Look 

again at the command of our Lord - Rejoice. Rejoicing speaks to the way that we received persecution, that is, 

the feelings involved in persecution. If we are suffering for righteousness we are suffering for Christ’s sake. 

What does this mean? Listen to Peter: 

For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you 

might follow in his steps. [22] He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. [23] When he was 

reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to 

him who judges justly. (1 Peter 2:21-23, ESV) 

No reviling. No retaliation. No resentment. Not having resentment is harder than not retaliating. How can we 

not have resentment? See the people from the angle of the cross. And what did Christ say from the cross? 

Father forgive them for they know not what they do. He said this as his body lay open before them, naked and 

bleeding.  

Listen closely, we don't rejoice in persecution for persecution sake. We are not to seek persecution. But if 

persecution comes out way because of righteousness, we know that it is proof positive that we belong to 

Jesus, and in those moments we have another opportunity to have our faith refined as we hope for things not 

in this world but in the world to come.  

Which brings us to number 2 this morning. Rejoice in persecution because it authenticates our identity. 

Number 2: 

2. Persecution Makes Our Hope for Heaven Greater   

Christians are different. We are being made into the likeness of Christ. We are unlike everyone else who is not 

a Christian. Again, don't take this to the extreme and develop some complex, but remember that we are 

strangers and aliens in this world. If we are strangers and aliens in this world, we are to set our hopes not on 

things that are seen but things that are unseen (Colossians 3:2).  

The Bible encourages us to endure by setting before us men and women who endured. This is what Jesus is 

doing here when he says we are in the good company of the prophets (by the way the prophets were devoured 

mostly by their own people - people who sought they were seeking God but weren’t. That is another sermon for 
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another time, but suffice it to say that sometimes persecution comes from within the walls of the religious 

establishments called “church”.). Listen to the way the Bible encourages us with the lives of others in Hebrews 

11. Talking about Father Abraham, the Bible says, For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, 

whose designer and builder is God. (Hebrews 11:10, ESV). Then the Bible says this in Hebrews 11:13-16: 

[13] These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them and greeted them 

from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. [14] For people who 

speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. [15] If they had been thinking of that land from 

which they had gone out, they would have had opportunity to return. [16] But as it is, they desire a better 

country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for 

them a city. (ESV)   

If we have a lasting city that is coming, then why do we spend so much time pursuing tings that have no eternal 

significance? I know you get tired of me saying it, but the book Shadow of the Almighty was first introduced to 

me by my good friend and professor while we were both at Truett-McConnell College. The book about Jim 

Elliott, written by his wife Elisabeth, is story of a man who lived his entire life with the aroma of a better world 

coming. He was murdered while he was a missionary. His young bride would become a widow, and his nearly 

one year old daughter would never know her father. He famously journaled an entry that is perhaps his most 

famous. He said, He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose. Oh that God would 

let us live this way. That our faith would permeate the hardness of our hearts and make us long for Jesus only 

Jesus. 

Our world is dominated by two sayings: Ephemera (that word on your yearbook) which means short lived; and 

carpe diem - seize the day. The world, dominated by self, interprets these sayings to mean live for the 

moment. But the Bible says there is an eternity awaiting every man, a place prepared for every man; either 

with God or apart from God for forever. As you travel this world, no matter what you go through, whether it is 

sunny, partly cloudy, or raining cats and dogs, have your eyes fixed on forever. There is nothing better than 

this thought: There is an eternity waiting for me, an eternity with Jesus!  

Billy Graham tells of a friend of his who went through the depression in the 1920s, losing a job, a fortune, a 

wife, and the home. But who was a believer in Jesus Christ, and he tenaciously held to his faith even though 

he was depressed and cast down by circumstances. One day in the midst of his depression he stopped to 

watch some men doing stonework on a huge church in the city. One was busy chiseling a triangular piece of 

stone. What are you going to do with that? He asked. The workmen stopped and pointed to a little opening at 

the top of the steeple. “I'm shaping this down here so that it will fit in up there.” Tears filled his eyes of the man 

as he walked away from the workmen. He knew what God had said to him. God was telling him in the midst of 

his depression, in the midst of his circumstances to count it all joy - God was shaping him for heaven.3 This is 

why we count it all joy, because these light momentary afflictions are preparing for us an eternal weight of glory 

(James 1; 2 Corinthians 4).   

There is one thing that I want to leave you with this morning. Look at what Jesus says about our rejoicing. Why 

do we rejoice? There is a reward waiting for us. Jesus doesn't tell us the specifics of the reward. Why? 

Because his life, his love, his presence for all eternity, is enough for all of us, is enough for every life that ever 

lived combined. We aren't looking for something out yonder when we speak of heaven, we are praying for 

Jesus to come as we say, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth just as it is in heaven.  

You are invited today to join the choir of singers whose song is a song of inextinguishable joy. You are invited 

today to hope in Jesus, maybe for the first time, but no matter who you are, don’t leave here the same way that 

you came in. Trust in Jesus all the more!  
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Let’s pray.  

Thank you Lord for giving us something so great to set our hopes on, someone so great to hope in. Thank you 

for giving us Jesus.  

Benediction: 

Weigh earthly shame against heavenly glory, and see whether what you suffer on earth is not much lighter 

than what you expect in heaven. But perhaps you may say, who can be joyful when reviled? Who can not only 

endure being reviled but rejoice in it with a great soul? The answer is, only one who does not delight in empty 

glory. One who desires what is in heaven does not fear reproaches on earth. He does not care about what 

people say about him but rather how God judges him. One who rejoices in the praise of others and how much 

they praise him is saddened when he receives no praise. He feels sad at others' reproaches. But a person who 

is not lifted up by others praise is not lowered by their reproach. Whenever anyone seeks his own glory, just 

there he also fears reproach. A person who constantly seeks glory on earth constantly fears trouble on earth 

but a person who seeks glory only with God fears no disturbance except for God's judgment. A soldier endures 

the danger of war so long as he hopes for the spoils of victory. So how much more should you who are waiting 

for the reward of the heavenly kingdom have no fear of the worlds reproaches.” (Anonymous, page 91)   



 


