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God’s Salvation Army  

Back in the olden days, when a man was sentenced to death, the judge would say these 7 final 

words to the accused: “May God have mercy on your soul.” At that moment, when a man is 

condemned to die for his own crimes, the only appeal left for him is the mercy of God. What 

may seem like a last resort is the safest refuge for us to run. Today, God has brought us to 

consider his mercies as we read the 5th Beatitude.  

Read Text  

There are 3 Truths that we get to learn this morning. All of the truths that we get to learn are 

centered on the mercies of God.  

1. Everyone Needs Mercy  

Jesus has come to us with a declaration: The Kingdom of Heaven is at hand. But this is not 

simply a distant deceleration, this is an invitation for all weary souls to be a part of his kingdom. 

Jesus has come to blaze a trail into the dense forest of our depravity. The trail that he has come 

to make is a trail that will lead to the earth being full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters 

cover the sea. And he calls us to join him.  

We are studying the beatitudes and are discovered that each of them are linked together like a 

golden chain. There are 8 links in this chain of blessedness, and we have looked at the first four 

in detail over these past five weeks. Here today, as we approach the other four beatitudes we 

are going to see a change in direction. Where the first four were specifically geared towards our 

relationship with God, these next four are set to show us how our relationship with God impacts 

others.  

Follow what Jesus is saying to see the logical progression. The poor in spirit are those who are 

spiritually impoverished. They can do nothing to save themselves and are hopeless apart from 

divine intervention. When the poor in spirit become self-aware they mourn over their own 

condition. They learn to cry out, O wretched man that I am. Who will deliver me from this body 

of death? God reveals all of this to us so that he can break us, so that he can teach us that 

there is no meaning in this life apart from Jesus. So he has been stripping us of the meaning we 

had forged for ourselves to show us the meaningless of life apart from Jesus. This stripping 

leaves us hungering and thirsting for satisfaction, and we find it in Christ and his righteousness. 

Now the rest of our lives are spent pouring ourselves out in service to God on behalf of others 

as we who have received the righteousness of God, we who are the beneficiaries of mercy, 

interact mercifully with the world. It’s not so much that we have found truth as truths has found 

us. This same truth is still seeking men to turn to him.  

In the words of Crowder, “You came for criminals and every Pharisee, you came for hypocrites, 

Even one like me. You carried sin and shame, the guilt of every man, the weight of all I’ve done, 

nailed into your hands. Oh, your love bled for me. Oh, you blood in crimson streams. Oh. your 

death is hell’s defeat. A cross meant to kill is my victory.” 

Do you see yourself in need of mercy? Are you willing to cast yourself upon his mercies? 



C.S. Lewis, towards the end of Surprised by Joy, tells that one night, “The reality with which no 

treaty can be made" was upon him. He came to discover that the joy he had so longed for, the 

fleeting shadow he had traced since childhood, is actually a person: God. There are thousands 

of others in this world just like Lewis whom God is seeking, whom God is bringing to an end of 

themselves to show them his mercy.  

Everyone needs mercy. Number two this morning: 

2. Jesus Has Come to Give Us Mercy  

Amazingly we have this deceleration in the midst of darkness - blessed are the merciful… Jesus 

has come on purpose. This is not some happenstance, what we are witnessing here today as 

we peer back to the time that the Incarnate God walked the earth. Jesus’ coming was 

something that God had been preparing the world for since he set it into motion. God knew that 

when he created we would need his mercy and he came with healing in his wings, he came not 

to condemn the world, it was already condemned, he came to save the world, and all those who 

receive the free salvation of the sent Son will inherit eternal life.  

Reflecting on Nahum 1:3 which says, The LORD is slow to anger, and great in power, Charles 

Spurgeon says: 

The Lord is “slow to anger.” When mercy comes into the world she drives winged 

horses; the axels of her chariot-wheels are red-hot with speed. But when wrath 

goes forth, it toils on with tardy footsteps, for God takes no pleasure in the sinner’s 

death. God’s rod of mercy is always in his hands outstretched; his sword of justice 

is in his scabbard, held down by that pierced hand of love that bled for the sins of 

men.” (Evening, February 22)  

Christ is the captain of mercy. Look at this phrase, merciful. It’s only used twice in the New 

Testament. Here and in Hebrews 2:17. Let me tell you about Hebrews 2. Hebrews 2 focuses on 

the beauty of the Incarnation. At the apex of chapter 2 we see our word - merciful. Listen to the 

verse: Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become 

a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God to make propitiation for the sins of the 

people.   

Aren’t you thankful for the mercy of God? The mercy of God has reached down as far as we are 

to save us. Aren't you grateful that he saw our miserable condition and decided to respond with 

mercy, and from mercy give us grace? Often grace and mercy are synonymous but there is a 

difference. It was his mercy that sought us, his grace that bought us. Listen to D.A. Carson, 

“Grace is a loving response when love is undeserved, and mercy is a loving response prompted 

by the misery and helplessness of the one on whom the love is to be showered. Grace answers 

to the undeserving; mercy answers to the miserable." Mercy binds the wounds; grace takes the 

broken and ensures it will never be broken again. 

And what does Jesus say to us after granting us so great a salvation? He says as the Father 

sent me, so send I you. We who have received mercy become the merciful. Christ has come 

and said, Come ye sinners poor and needy”, and now he commands us to do likewise - to see 

the world as he sees them; as sheep without a shepherd, as sick people in need of a physician.  



Number 3 this AM: 

3. Those Who Have Received Mercy are the Merciful 

This beatitude forces us to search our own hearts. Some get tripped over this verse and 

interpret it outside the gospel. They read it to say that if we are merciful we will have mercy on 

the last day as if mercy is something that we can drum up by our own efforts. We are able to 

extend mercy to others because mercy has been extended towards us in that while we were still 

sinners, Christ died for us. Those who are most affected by the gospel are those who are most 

effective for the gospel. We receive mercy, we give mercy.  

Are we merciful people? If we are not merciful then rest assured we have never experience the 

mercy of God. I know some who have the opposite disposition. They call themselves Christians 

but they are not merciful. They would rather see sinners be damned, rather see their lost 

neighbors go to hell and the world burn. There are two ways that Christians do this: Either their 

speech reveals their merciless heart as they use the tongue to lash the lost, or they use their 

tongue to sit silent in their mouths to never tell anyone about Jesus. It is better to be merciful. 

Better to have the attitude that Spurgeon commends to us: “If sinners be damned, at least let 

them leap to Hell over our dead bodies. And if they perish, let them perish with our arms 

wrapped about their knees, imploring them to stay. If Hell must be filled, let it be filled in the 

teeth of our exertions, and let not one go unwarned and unprayed for.” 

Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.  

I once heard a story about William Booth, founder of the Salvation Army. Booth lived in London 

and each Christmas the city had a tradition. The Churches would send representatives out to 

invite the poor to the celebration. Thousands came and awaited an invitation. Anglicans would 

begin by saying, All of you who are Anglicans, come with us.” Then the Catholics would say, “All 

you who are Catholics, come with us.” This was followed by each group in the city, the 

Methodists, the Lutherans, and the rest. William Booth saw a great number remaining and 

shouted out, “All who belong to no one come with me.” (Adapted from Alvin Reid, Evangelism 

Handbook, 97)  

This is who we are.  We are God’s Salvation Army. We are those who are controlled by the love 

of Christ. We have concluded that one has died for all, therefore all have died; and he died for 

all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died 

and was raised. 2 Corinthians 5:14-15 

Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you 

on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, 

so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 2 Corinthians 5:20-21 

Are you in need of mercy? Come to a Savior ready to have mercy on your soul! Are you needing 

to be merciful? Blessed are the merciful, for you shall receive mercy. 


