
Matthew 5  

In the Shadow of the Mountain   

Pray   

I have always wondered what it would be like to be on top of the world. No, not like you 

are thinking, I have wondered what it would be like to climb Mt Everest. Mt Everest is so 

high that to climb it most people have to have oxygen. Since 1924, 282 people have 

died while climbing (70 on the descent - insert sermon illustration) abs of those 282, 109 

didn't have supplemental oxygen. Everest is 29K feet. Humans pass out at an altitude of 

15K feet. Climbers can last longer, but no one can survive long above 26K feet. It takes 

39 days to climb Everest for the body to adjust and each breath on the summit of 

Everest has 66% less oxygen than sea level. (http://www.alanarnette.com/ 

blog/2016/12/30/everest-by-the-numbers-2017-edition/)  

Since January 1 of 2017 we have been in Chapter 5. 25 sermons later we have reached 

the top of Matthew chapter 5, but the climbing is not over yet, we are still ascending the 

Sermon on the Mount. But, every now and then we need to stop and take a breath, to 

stop and look around to see the beauty. I want us to look today at the whole of chapter 

5 so that we will have a firm understanding of the beauty that surrounds us.   

I want us to answer some questions that come from chapter 5. The danger, if we are 

not careful in a detailed study like this is to lose the context of what Jesus is saying, I 

hope today to ensure that we are not losing the significance of what Jesus has been 

telling us from chapter 5 of the Sermon on the Mount. Some of the truths that we have 

explored are beautiful. Some of them you may want to put on your wall, commit to 

memory, or write them somewhere. Like the Beatitudes for example, or Christ coming 

to fulfill not destroy the Law, or these you have heard that it was said but I say 

statements, but why is Jesus telling us all this?  

If I were to summarize the message of the Sermon on the Mount so far it would be this: 

Jesus has come to remake and reorder the world according to himself. The Beatitudes 

are the pictures of this new humanity and all that follows are sketches of how this new 

humanity plays itself out in real world scenarios. What does that mean? Christ has not 

come to give us a new religion or some new ethical system, all of those things are 
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important but they are not primary. Christ has come to make things new, to form new 

creation right in the midst of the old one. So, the Sermon on the Mount is really a 

commentary on the life of Jesus and the life that we have in him. And if we have learned 

anything about the Sermon on the Mount we should learn of how impossible this life is 

apart from him.   

The Sermon on the Mount is meant to develop in us a certain type of attitude. As 

attitude of dependence. An attitude like 2 Corinthians 3:4-6: Such is the confidence that 

we have through Christ toward God. Not that we are sufficient in ourselves to claim 

anything as coming from us, but our sufficiency is from God, who has made us sufficient 

to be ministers of a new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit. For the letter kills but 

the Spirit gives life.   

Paul was a man who understood the gospel better than most. Understanding doesn’t 

mean answering the age-old questions of the mysteries of God, understanding means 

that he kept coming to the point in his life where her realized there was no self-

sufficiency that he could lean on to merit a good standing with God. His good standing 

with God was only through the Lord Jesus Christ. His understanding of his life was 

Jesus only Jesus.   

Some of you may have never heard of Augustus Toplady, but Toplady was a minister of 

the gospel in the 18th century in England. One day he was in walking home when he 

found himself in a fierce storm. Toplady took the only shelter he could and ran into a 

gorge where he hid under a cleft in the rocks until the storm passed. In that cleft, he 

drew inspiration for a song it goes something like this:   

  Rock of Ages, cleft for me,  

  Let me hide myself in Thee;  

  Let the water and the blood,  

  From Thy wounded side which flowed,   Be of 

sin the double cure,  

  Save from wrath and make me pure.  

  Not the labor of my hands  

  Can fulfill Thy law’s demands;  

  Could my zeal no respite know,  



  Could my tears forever flow,   All for 

sin could not atone;   Thou must save, 

and Thou alone.  

  Nothing in my hand I bring,  

  Simply to Thy cross I cling;  

  Naked, come to Thee for dress;  

  Helpless, look to Thee for grace;   Foul, 

I to the fountain fly;   Wash me, Savior, 

or I die.  

  While I draw this fleeting breath,  

  When my eyes shall close in death,  

  When I rise to worlds unknown,  

  And behold Thee on Thy throne,   Rock 

of Ages, cleft for me,   Let me hide 

myself in Thee.  

That's what the Sermon on the Mount is about, a rock of ages that clefts for us, a safe 

refuge that we run to because the Sermon shows us the new kingdom that is breaking 

in right in the midst of the old one. The Sermon on the Mount is here to show us that if 

we have any hope it must come from another source other than ourselves. Hope 

doesn't come from within, hope comes from above. The Sermon on the Mount isn't 

meant to be climbed, we are meant to be lifted to its heights by one who himself is the 

heights of heaven - our God, our one Lord Jesus Christ.   

For anyone who thinks salvation can be earned by their own merits, just read the 

Beatitudes. People live by the letter and not the spirit of the Law say things like, “I have 

never murdered anyone… etc… But Jesus says… The issue is the heart not what you 

do but who you are. Jesus comes as the light of the world to say without his light you 

are stumbling in the dark. The seeing you think you are seeing is no sigh at all. The 

comfort you think you are living with is not comfort at all. But for those who are in Christ 

they are alive to God!   

Look at the Sermon on the Mount before you. Read over some of its contexts in your 

head. There may not be a clearer picture in Scripture that shows us our need for Jesus.  



Look at the twin peaks at the end of chapter 5 - who is capable for such things? How far 

we have fallen. As one commentator puts it, in the Sermon we see the “exceeding 

sinfulness of sin.”1  

We need to get this right or we will miss everything. So much confusion abounds around 

salvation because we miss the way in the very beginning. In the Bible belt, where we 

are, people have strange ideas about what it means to be a Christian. In 2005 a new 

term was coined by a couple of sociologist - Moral Therapeutic Deism. Here the 5 pillars 

of Moral Therapeutic Deism:   

1 A god exists who created and ordered the world and watches over human life on 

earth.  

2 God wants people to be good, nice, and fair to each other, as taught in the Bible 

and by most world religions.  

3 The central goal of life is to be happy and to feel good about oneself.  

4 God does not need to be particularly involved in one's life except when  

God is needed to resolve a problem.  

5 Good people go to heaven when they die.2  

   

The remedy for Moral Therapeutic Deism is the Cross of Jesus Christ. At the Cross, we 

see the salvation of God. The way of salvation is marked by a spotless Lamb of God 

who came to take away the sins of the world. The way of salvation is through a Savior 

who came to us who now bids every person repent as he says come unto me. But how 

does he bid us come to him? By his cross, by nail scared hands. Why the cross why the 

scars? Sin! Whose? Mine. Yours.   

When we read the Sermon on the Mount we are meant to feel the weight of his glory 

and see our need for his love to lift us. We are meant to see our exceeding sinfulness 

and see that our only cure is the cross of Christ. Not self-sufficiency, not resting on our 

righteousness, Jesus only Jesus. Is this the way you see things? Do you see how our 
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sin and his great grace to overcome what separated us from him? Are you 

overwhelmed by the gospel?  

Spurgeon said:  

“How low was our dear Redeemer brought! How then can we be proud? Stand at the 

foot of the cross, and count the purple drops by which you have been cleansed; see the 

thorn-crown; mark his scourged shoulders, still gushing with encrimsoned rills; see 

hands and feet given up to the rough iron, and his whole self to mockery and scorn; see 

the bitterness, and the pangs, and the throes of inward grief, showing themselves in his 

outward frame; hear the thrilling shriek, "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?" 

And if you do not lie prostrate on the ground before that cross, you have never seen it: if 

you are not humbled in the presence of Jesus, you do not know him.”3  

No wonder we wonder how he could love us. But in the midst of our wonder we are 

comforted with this fact: He loves us, oh how he loves us. He loves us so much that he 

gave his life so that he could give us life.   

This is not only the beginning of our lives, this is our life. This is not just a part of life, this 

is living. This is not a passing glance, this is the motivator for the rest of our lives. How 

could you who understand his love so easily get over his love? Unless that is you never 

have known this love? The gospel has to motivate each part of your life.   

I want to give you 3 ways the gospel motivates your life:  

1. Holiness   

Holiness means set apart. Nothing motivates our holiness like realizing the depths of 

our depravity and seeing to what lengths he went to save us.   

How can we get over the gospel? Every time we sin we align our selves with the very 

works that Christ came to destroy - 1 John 3:7-8: Little children, let no one deceive you. 

Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is righteous. Whoever makes a 
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practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The 

reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil.   

2. Evangelism   

This good news is for whosoever will call upon the Lord. Think about the encompassing 

world view. Not just go to heaven when we die, but so much more…   

At the same time, we are more flawed than we dare think and more loved than we can 

ever imagine - that is good news   

3. Confidence   

I saw a church one time from a particular denomination that didn't make sense. This 

particular denomination believes that you can lose your salvation. They named their 

church Confidence. What confidence can we really have if we can be saved one 

moment and lost the next?   

The gospel gives the greatest confidence because it reveals that nothing can separate 

us from the Love of God, not even our selves. This is the confidence that we have in 

Christ Jesus.   

Each week we get to experience God here at Oxford as we participate in the preached 

Word, as we proclaim him. We are not proclaiming ourselves or some religion that we 

have deduced, we are proclaiming Jesus. And because we proclaim him we have to 

respond to him. We have to turn from our own self sufficiently and wholly trust in Jesus. 

We are prone to depravity, he is holy. And he who is holy is making us wholly his. Are 

you his? Are you ready to be motivated by his message of the good news of salvation?   

   


