
Matthew 6:10b 

The Most Difficult, Beautiful Thing to Say  

 

 

There is one phrase in Scripture that tells more about the posture of your heart than any other. 

God cares about the condition of your heart. We know this, and are confident in saying this, 

because He has come from heaven and sought us. Why would he seek us? We were lost and he 

loved us, so he came after us. When he came to us we didn’t know him. Many of us thought that 

we were enjoying life, were headed on a path of our own, a path that if we followed it to its end, 

would leave us empty and lonely. But we didn’t really know we were on a separate path, until 

love found us, until we felt the warmth that comes from enjoying the presence of God, hearing 

his voice, delighting in his ways.  

 

Before Jesus our wills were bound. As one hymn writer put it, “Long my imprisoned spirit lay 

fast bound by sin and nature’s night. But since Jesus has come to us, the hymn continues, thine 

eye diffused a quick’ning ray we woke, the dungeon flamed with light; Our chains fell off, our 

heart was free; we rose, went forth and followed Him.” And now, in a world full of darkness, we 

serve as the light of the world. God cares about the posture of your heart.  

 

We believe God cares about the posture of our hearts. It is the gospel truth that we hold onto our 

entire lives. Did you catch that? It is the gospel truth that we hold for all of our lives. The reason 

that we have to hold this for all of our lives is because this truth is what undergirds existence. We 

don’t just hold this truth haphazardly, we can no more hold this truth haphazardly than one can 

catch a lightning bolt. Just try to catch a lightning bolt and you will see what I mean.  

 

This truth is the most remarkable truth. (period) So we constantly have to remind ourselves of 

this truth. What I want to show you today from Scripture is the most difficult thing that our Lord 

calls us to say, but is the most beautiful.  

 

READ TEXT  

 

Did you hear it? Really hear it? It is probably easy to hear it this morning behind the stained 

glass, but you may feel the difficulty of it as you are sitting on the side of a hospital bed when the 

doctor tells you its terminal, or when you go into the ultrasound room and the technician can’t 

find the heartbeat, or when you spend your life training, and you have your first chance at 

making it, and you blow out a muscle and have to forfeit the career that you have spent your life 

pursuing, or the company that you had been at for years closes its doors, or when you are faced 

with a temptation that you know is wrong but you feel the desire for it almost burning you from 

the inside out, and on and on and on. This is the most beautiful, the right thing to say, but yet can 

be the most difficult. Difficult, but so true. Difficult because nothing will test your pursuit, your 

desire, like praying Thy will be done and meaning it.  

 

What are we saying when we pray Thy will be done? Two things: 

 

 

1. God Knows Best  



 

There is one thing in this world that I can absolutely quantify as the best thing for you – God’s 

will. The fact that we have to strive so hard to believe that reveals much about our present 

condition. We are in a position of longing, a hopeful position, but we are stuck looking at a 

world where the idea of God’s will, is the farthest thing from anyone’s mind, and between our 

own lives who have seen the light but still feel the heaviness of the lingering darkness and so we 

feel ourselves in the world torn between two wills – one the best, the other the worst, God’s will 

being the best and what is not his will being the absolute worst. One is harmony, a perfect 

symphony of pure beauty, the other an orchestra where each member is just making noise with 

their instruments.  

 

God’s will is the best, it is the ultimate reality to which the whole universe is determined to 

arrive. Look at this prayer the Lord has given us. Look at the first three petitions: Hallowed be 

Thy Name, Thy Kingdom Come, Thy Will be Done on Earth as it is in Heaven. The hallowing of 

His name, the coming of His kingdom, the fulfillment of His will all express the hope we hold, 

the faith, the teaching of Christianity.  

 

This is who we are. We are his people who seek him. We know who we are mainly because we 

know who we were and who we are going to be. At once time we were not God’s people, but 

through the ministry of the Son and Spirit we are God’s people, his sons and daughters – even 

while we struggle. But one day the struggle will be over and we will one day be with him 

forever. This is our message. A certain message in a land of uncertainty. A message of hope in a 

hopeless place. This is why we pray, Thy will be done, because we know his way. His way is the 

best way.  

 

We know his way because Jesus has come to show us the will of God. Think back to chapter 5. 

The will of God is: A kingdom; comfort; inheriting the earth; satisfaction; mercy; seeing God; 

being called God’s children; the reversal of death; the reversal of persecution; righteousness; no 

more murder, hate, retaliation, grudges, wrongs, adultery, unfaithfulness, divorce, lying; no more 

seeking the approval of others and living under the suspicion of self-worth; the will of God is 

perfect love. Do you see this vision of this new world that Jesus is setting before us? Sounds 

pretty good to me! Can you think of anything better? 

 

It’s hard to imagine anyone not embracing this vision, but the story of humanity is a story of 

rebellion. Rebellion is not the only part of the story. Salvation has come for us even while we 

were rebelliously seeking our own way - this is the gospel. Jesus has to come to us while we 

were incapable of going to him. He came as the beauty in a land full of beasts.  

 

Who wouldn’t desire him? But we don’t because of the Fall. The Fall brought a rupture between 

his will and our will. Before we chose to forsake God and choose our own way there was a 

harmony between what God desired and what we desired, there was no difference, they were the 

same. But once man and woman took the fruit that God forbid they put their thoughts above 

God’s thoughts. In that moment, we choose for ourselves instead of trusting that God knows 

best.  

 



God has come to us, just like he did in the Garden, though instead of banning us from the tree of 

life, he puts himself on the tree to become our life. Why? So that we can enjoy what was lost, so 

that he can redeem and restore, so that he can align us with his purpose, so that we can pray, Thy 

will be done and mean it.  

 

By the way, this is the only thing that you and I can pray for. We cannot pray and expect an 

answer for anything outside of the will of God. You can’t pray God please let me commit 

adultery and get away with it. You can’t pray, God please give me the smarts to cheat on my 

taxes – those prayers are absurd.  

 

Do you see what Jesus is doing by granting us this opportunity to pray this way? Jesus is 

showing us the fabric of existence. We know the order of the universe, better yet, we know the 

One who orders the universe, we call him Father. You don’t have to convince us too hard that he 

knows best, we already know. Now sometimes we may get out of line (which is the perfect use 

of this phrase here – You get out of line, you have to be put back into line, back into order) and 

the Father may have to discipline us, but our lives are characterized by one word: Trust. 

 

2. We Trust Him  

 

That is what we are saying when we pray, Thy will be done – Lord I trust you, do whatever you 

want to do in my life. Sometimes we have to say this with great heaviness because we feel the 

pressure of the two ways. We have to be taught to say this and often times we have to be brought 

to say this. Thankfully we have a gentle shepherd to lead us, to hold us, to help us. A shepherd 

who is a lion, the King.  

 

Think with me. God is the ordered and determiner of reality, we either conform to his ways or 

are consumed by him. What is out of order will eventually be put back into order, what is rough 

will be made smooth, what is crooked will be made straight. We are right now being conformed 

to a reality that the world will one day know.  

 

The Bible calls conforming to His ways renewal. Listen to Romans 12:1-2. The thought really 

starts back in 11: 

 

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are 

his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 

 

 “For who has known the mind of the Lord, 

  or who has been his counselor?” 

 “Or who has given a gift to him 

  that he might be repaid?” 

  

 For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.  

 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a 

living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be 

conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing 



you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

(Romans 11:33 – 12:2)  

 

Did you catch that? Happiness and joy come from knowing God’s will. Discerning God’s will is 

the endeavor of our lives! It’s the adventure of a thousand lifetimes! Ever step, every plan, every 

decision, every thought is taken captive and placed under the obedience of Christ. That means 

that we live our lives with a certain posture – Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. That is 

not a sunken posture, or a posture of dejection or defeat. This is bold assurance as we stand in the 

face of any storm and say, Thy will be done.  

 

That brings up an important point for us to consider. Can we know the will of God? Oh yeah! 

How? He has laid a firm foundation for us to know his will. Where? His Word. And what more 

can he say than to you he hath said?  

 

For the unbeliever, the will of God in clear. John 6:40 says, For this is the will of my Father, that 

everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him should have eternal life, and I will raise him 

up on the last day.” 

 

For the believer, the will of God is summarized by one word, a five-letter word that starts with 

G. Can you guess is? GLORY. Listen to this glorious thought: All the promises of God are ours. 

For all the promises of God find their Yes in him. That is why it is through him that we utter our 

Amen to God for his glory. (2 Corinthians 1:20). Think about it. Do you need wisdom? James 1:5 

says, If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, 

and it will be given him. Do you need peace? Philippians 4:6-7 says, Do not be anxious about 

anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 

made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 

hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. What about how to make a decision, can we know from 

God’s word how to do that? Keep reading in Philippians. Philippians 4:8-9: 

 

Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is 

pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is 

anything worthy of praise, think about these things. What you have learned and received 

and heard and seen in me—practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you.  

 

Now I don’t want to make the will of God light. There is a great weight to his glory, a great 

weight of pursuing Him. It is heavy but not burdensome. So many of us I think make it 

burdensome. We are not liberated by the will of God, we have no confidence and so we are 

fearful because we think that the will of God is so far from us that we can never know. But listen 

to me, it is really simple. Just do something. Don’t get so hung up on the small details, if it will 

mean God’s glory then do it! You and I need to be so confident in the purpose and power of God 

that we are willing to do whatever it takes to achieve Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

 

Confidence in praying comes from being assured of God’s will. Confidence comes from being 

content and satisfied with Thy will be done. We are tempted to throw this phrase around like a 

blanket of doubt. We cover our prayer with Thy will be done because we are not sure of the will 

of God. Don’t throw a blanket over your prayers, pray God’s will! That doesn’t mean we know 



all things it just means we know one thing. Since we know the One who knows what more do we 

need to know? We know that God knows best, and so we trust him because he is good.  

 

This isn’t a name it and claim it (that is practicing witchcraft), this is coming to the point where 

you with a whole heart, a cheerful heart, not reluctant or fearful, say to God, do whatever you 

want with my life, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

 

This is costly, but it’s safe; costly, but not dangerous. The dangerous part would be to live 

outside of God’s will. Why is that dangerous? Because one day there will be no separation 

between heaven and earth, his kingdom will cover the earth as the waters cover the see. We will 

either be conformed to his image or consumed by his glory.  


