
CHRISTMAS AND THE TEMPLE, ADVENT 2017  

  

Genesis 1-2  

God Makes Himself Known  

Scripture says, in Galatians 4:4–5, But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of 

woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as 

sons. It is that fullness of time that we mark our calendars to celebrate this time of the year. This verse carries 

the idea of time being pregnant with expectation during the time surrounding the Father sending the Son. This 

verse also tells us that Jesus came when time was full and complete. The idea is that nothing was left undone 

that needed doing before his coming. He was sent right on time. His coming had been what the world had been 

longing for with great anticipation ever since the beginning.  

If this is what the whole world has been anticipating, we should pause to remember how grateful we are to have 

a picture of the events of his days. We don’t have to imagine a world without Christmas. We know about the 

plan because God told us. We know what happened that night when poor shepherds were keeping their flock 

because men moved by the Holy Spirit disclosed it to us through Scripture. No wonder we celebrate this time of 

the year with such fanfare- this is the time where we celebrate the time the world began to begin again.   

We are beginning a new series at Oxford and I want to look at some of the details that the Bible highlights as 

important for us, really one major theme – the Temple! The Temple is a significant and permanent feature in the 

Bible, we would do well to understand it. For example, to show its significance, consider the life of Jesus. If we 

go to the first days of Jesus’ life we see him in the Temple and then when we fast-forward to the final days 

where do we find him? The Temple. I want us to explore over the next few weeks the significance of the 

Temple and the life of Jesus – Christmas and the Temple.  

Although each Gospel makes a big deal about the Temple, one Gospel writer chooses to organize his entire 

narrative in between the Temple. Luke’s opening scene is in the Temple with John the Baptist’s daddy, 

Zechariah. We leave the Temple and go to a city of David called Bethlehem, meet some shepherds and angels, 

see the arrival of Jesus the Messiah, and then quickly we are back in the Temple. Luke gives us the only 

glimpse of Jesus as a child and where do we find him? In the Temple. Then we come to the end of Luke and 

guess where Jesus spends his final hours, in and around the Temple.    

What is Luke doing here by bracketing his Gospel with the Temple? This is the question that I want to explore 

over the course of the next few weeks with you. We must have this in the back of our minds as we are exploring 

these things. The most significant life in the history of the world determined to have his life played out in the 

shadow of the Temple. If we are going to understand him and his life we have to understand the Temple.   

I want to break the series up into 7 parts, each of these parts will make sense as we put the flesh on the bones. 

This year let’s have Christmas at the Temple. As always, the purpose of this series is so that we will learn to 

understand the Bible and treasure Christ.   

When you hear the phrase “temple” what do you normally think of? The vestures of the Temple are one thing, 

but all of those things are props to support one major thing – the presence of God. The Temple was there to 

remind everyone who looked upon it of the LORD, YHWH.   

How can it remind us about the Lord? The Lord is the indivisible  



God who forbids images, If the Temple is to remind us of the Lord it surely doesn’t remind us of his form. So, 

what is the purpose of the Temple, and how does it remind us of the Lord? Though every part of the Temple is 

significant, there is one place in the Temple that is the most important – the Holy of Holies. In the Holy of 

Holies, in a section away from every other section, guarded with a huge curtain, God’s presence came to rest. 

Think about this for just a moment, out of all the other temples dotting the landscape, the shekinah glory of God 

manifested at a particular point in time at a particular place on earth, in a structure built according to 

dimensions that God declared and to a people that he chose. Do those terms… sound familiar? Has God 

ever done something at a particular point in time…?   

Turn with me to Genesis. If we are going to understand the Temple then we have to start by showing what the 

Temple is intended to portray. Listen closely because what I am about to say next will revolutionize your 

thinking. The Temple is intended to represent all of Creation. Is that the way that you normally think about 

the Temple? What is creation? Creation is the point in time when God determined to do something that he had 

never done before – create and cause all things to come into existence. He did this at a particular place, 

according to certain dimensions and then told what he had done to a people that he chose. The Temple is a 

picture of creation. Creation is a picture of the work of God on our behalf. He is the benevolent Creator, we are 

the creatures who benefit from his benevolence.    

Before the Temple there is the beginning. At the beginning there is nothing, except what is – God and all of his 

fullness. From that nothingness God spoke something into existence that did not exist before – the universe.   

To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David.  

  The heavens declare the glory of God, 

   and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. 

   Day to day pours out speech, 

   and night to night reveals knowledge. 

   There is no speech, nor are there words, 

   whose voice is not heard.  

  Their voice goes out through all the earth, 

   and their words to the end of the world. 

   In them he has set a tent for the sun, 

   which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his chamber, 

   and, like a strong man, runs its course with joy. 

   Its rising is from the end of the heavens, 

   and its circuit to the end of them, 

   and there is nothing hidden from its heat. (Psalm 19:1–6)  

  

Let’s turn back to the beginning and understand the story that God is telling. Turn with me to Genesis 1 and 2.   

  



READ TEXT   

  

The first thing I want to point out to you from this text is:   

1. In creating, God chose to make himself known. (The Temple as the Place God is Known)   

 

The picture of creation that God has given us is stunning. Can you just imagine all the colors that burst on a 

backdrop of nothingness? We can almost taste the salty air and feel the breeze as God forms creation from the 

waters and then separates it all. What a masterpiece from the Master!   

In creating, God has chosen to make himself known. If God had not made himself known we would not have 

known him, but he has done so and the first thing that we see him doing is bringing life from emptiness, 

bringing something from nothing. God desires to be known, otherwise he would not have created and disclosed 

himself to us.   

There is a danger that we must avoid when we think about God in these terms. A subtle danger that I want to do 

my diligence as your pastor to guide you from. God has made himself known in a certain way – by creation, not 

through creation. The heavens reveal the glory of God, the heavens are not the glory of God. We look to 

creation and have the attitude of the Psalmist and the attitude of Abraham Lincoln who said, “I cannot conceive 

how a man can look into the heavens and say, ‘There is no God.”  We don’t look at the sunset and say we have 

seen God, God is not creation, God is the Lord of creation. He transcends, or stands as entirely other than, what 

he has created.   

In creating, listen, God has transcended his own transcendence and condescended to make himself known to us. 

He has chosen to overcome the vast distance between himself and us and created in an amazing way so that we, 

his creatures, can be the benefactors of his work. What is the greatest benefit we can have? Air in our lungs? 

Heat on our skin? Those things are important but there is something more important. The greatest benefit we 

gain from all his works is being able to relate to the God who created all things seen and unseen.  

If he had not made himself known, we could not know him, but he has made himself known in a certain way, an 

astounding way. Look ahead to Genesis 1:26. The second thing:   

  

2. God has chosen to receive worship (Priests in the Temple)   

  

Of all of God’s creative acts, one receives more attention than anything else. Look at the contrast between 1:16 

and 1:26. The beautiful blue balls of gas that are burning millions of miles away are an afterthought. Did you 

know that when you look at the stars you are looking into the past? Stars are so far away and so bright that by 

the time that the light reaches our eyes that star that we see might not even be there anymore. Light travels at a 

speed of 186,282 miles per second. The closest star is the sun and the sun is 92.96 million miles from earth. 

That means that it takes light 8 minutes and 20 seconds to reach earth from the sun.  

The light that you see is light that was dispensed 8 minutes and 20 seconds ago!  Some people you know and 

some people that I know spend more time looking at the stars to determine each day than looking at Scripture. 

The Bible speaks of the stars almost like an “oh yeah” moment – and the stars.   

  



The crown of God’s creation is humanity. Remember, God didn’t have to create, he chose to create. He created 

us, more than another creature with an amazing purpose – to carry out his will on the earth. We are to be vice-

regents of the King, his ambassadors carrying out his purpose on his earth as his servants. He even prepared a 

special place on the earth for us.  

Look at chapter 2.   

God planted a garden and graciously put mankind in it to perform a task, to extend the Garden over all the earth. 

Look at our task in 2:15. Humanities task is to work and keep and the next verse tells us that God expects us to 

obey. I want to teach you just a little Hebrew this morning. Are you up for it? If we look at the original we 

wouldn’t see the word it anywhere. The English translators supply it to show that these words refer to the 

Garden. Makes sense, the translators have good sense for supplying the word it. What else could it refer to? It 

makes sense to supply work and keep it, the garden. But this is a section that is difficult for translators (for the 

difficulty see Sailhamer, 79 in EBC). John Sailhamer, a former Hebrew and Old Testament scholar at my alma 

mater Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary argues convincingly that these words are better translated 

worship and obey. Let’s read it that way.   

Do you see what translating it this way changes the entire way that we view this text? It shows us that God has 

created us to worship and obey. The God of the universe, who had his choice of any number of possibilities, has 

chosen to receive worship and adoration from us! Animals and plants do things by instinct, by second nature; 

we do things with purpose and through the second birth. We are created to worship, we are created to serve as 

the priests of God to offer offerings of praise to Him. He doesn’t need worship, but by necessity of who he is 

and who we are, we worship him and he receives our worship, and amazingly, not only does he receive it, he 

delights in our worship of him.   

The Psalmist says, …you are holy, Enthroned on (literally dwelling in) the praises of Israel. (Psalm 22:3)   

The third thing:  

3. God has chosen to dwell with man (presence in the Temple)   

  

I want to dip into chapter 3 for just a moment. We will be here more later, but for now I want us to look at one 

phrase in verse 8. What on earth must it have been like to sense the presence of the Lord in this way? What did 

the sound of him walking sound like? Again, this is one of those passages veiled in mystery. But we can learn 

something.   

First, almost like the creation of the stars as an afterthought, God manifesting himself in this way is taken for 

granted with no explanation. Second, this must have been an ongoing occasion because they immediately 

recognized this occurrence. But even after we look at these clues we are still left pretty clueless.   

What does God want us to know from this? I believe we can confidently say from this one verse that God has 

chosen to dwell amongst men. This word walked is later used to describe God’s presence in the Tabernacle 

(which was a precursor to the Temple). This phrase pops up again and again to assure us – God desires to dwell 

with his people. Listen to Leviticus 26 where this phrase shows up again:  

  

 

 

  



“If you walk in my statutes and observe my commandments and do them, then I will give you your rains in their 

season, and the land shall yield its increase, and the trees of the field shall yield their fruit. Your threshing shall 

last to the time of the grape harvest, and the grape harvest shall last to the time for sowing. And you shall eat 

your bread to the full and dwell in your land securely. I will give peace in the land, and you shall lie down, and 

none shall make you afraid. And I will remove harmful beasts from the land, and the sword shall not go through 

your land. You shall chase your enemies, and they shall fall before you by the sword. Five of you shall chase a 

hundred, and a hundred of you shall chase ten thousand, and your enemies shall fall before you by the sword. I 

will turn to you and make you fruitful and multiply you and will confirm my covenant with you. You shall eat old 

store long kept, and you shall clear out the old to make way for the new. I will make my dwelling among you, 

and my soul shall not abhor you. And I will walk among you and will be your God, and you shall be my 

people. I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, that you should not be their 

slaves. And I have broken the bars of your yoke and made you walk erect. (Leviticus 26:3–13)   

God dwelling with us is a great advantage for us! This thought should elicit praise from your lips, all of this to 

leave us with a lifestyle of Psalm 8:  

To the choirmaster: according to The Gittith. A Psalm of David.  

  

  O LORD, our Lord, 

   how majestic is your name in all the earth!  

            You have set your glory above the heavens.  

            Out of the mouth of babies and infants,  

  you have established strength because of your foes, 

     to still the enemy and the avenger.  

    

  When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, 

  the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, 

   what is man that you are mindful of him, 

  and the son of man that you care for him?  

    

  Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings 

  and crowned him with glory and honor. 

   You have given him dominion over the works of your hands; 

   you have put all things under his feet, 



   all sheep and oxen, and also the beasts of the field, 

   the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea, 

  whatever passes along the paths of the seas.  

    

  O LORD, our Lord, 

  how majestic is your name in all the earth!    

  

And the praise for us doesn’t stop at Creation or the Temple. We know, there is more to the story, God making 

his dwelling amongst man in a permanent and definitive way – the Word coming to us as we are so that he 

could make us as he is,   

 John 1:18  

No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, he has made him known…. And the way 

that he chose to reveal God to us was through a cradle, cross, and then a crown, all for us, all so that we could 

be the beneficiaries of his love.   

I wonder, do you know the God who has made himself known?  

The only way is knowing the one who reveals God – God the  

Son, Jesus! If you know him, do you have the attitude of Psalm 8, honesty? Or, do you think and live the 

opposite way – you are so consumed with self that you pay no attention to God? One way leaves you 

wondering, living a life of awe-struck worship; the other leaves you lost. God has made himself known, do you 

know him?  

The Temple was visually stunning and specific. What were those symbols in the Temple conveying? To 

understand we have to look at the description of the Temple, the Garden of Eden, and then the Bible’s 

interpretation. Much ground to cover but I want to present it to you and then draw a few implications. Let’s get 

to work.   

  

  

  

  

  


