
Genesis 12  

Preparing for God’s Presence  

 

 

PRAY 

 

There are certain people that just fascinate us. From politicians, to celebrities, to that uncle that you 

have that, depending on your perspective, is the embarrassment of the family or the life of the party. 

Why do certain people captivate us? The fascination that we have with others is, I think, a lingering 

desire to be more than we currently are. We all think of more, dream of more, and pursue more. But 

have you ever wondered why you want more? Today I want to talk to you about the most fascinating 

people – the people of God.  

 

What does it mean to be people of God? The people of God are a certain people on the earth who are 

God’s own possession. Some might suggest, all people are the people of God. No. God is the creator of 

all, all owe their life to him, but all are not God’s people. God’s people are his particular possession 

that he has entrusted with his plan; and not only has he entrusted his people with his plan, but God 

carries out his plan through his people. Stop just for a minute and think of the amazing implications of 

being the people of God. This is the God who spoke and the mountains were lifted high into the sky; 

the depths of the seas were his design; the power of the wind is at his command. This God has 

entrusted you and me with his plan. He of course didn’t leave it just to us, that would be impossible. 

He has secured the accomplishing of his purpose through us by enabling us in the power of his Spirit to 

carry out his plan. 

 

The plan of God is for himself to be known. That doesn’t mean a causal knowledge. I can tell you that 

I know Alan Jackson, I have met him, but that doesn’t mean that I know him. When we say we know 

God what we mean is for ourselves to be in Him, for us to live in Him, to worship him, to love him, to 

obey him, to be his and, for he to be ours.  

 

We are at a crucial part of our series here are Oxford. This is week 4 of our 7-part series and from this 

point onward everything takes a turn. We have titled this series, Christmas and the Temple and are 

trying to answer why the most significant life of all – Jesus – chose to live his life in the shadow of the 

Temple. We are following the Gospel of Luke who brackets the life of Jesus around the Temple. Luke 

starts in the Temple with John the Baptist’s daddy, Zechariah, then takes us from the nativity scene to 

40 days later as Jesus is presented in the Temple. Luke also gives us the only glimpse of Jesus as a 

young boy, and guess where he is – the Temple. And, of course, in the final moments of Jesus’ life 

before the cross and resurrection, he is in and around the Temple.  

 

This is week 4 so I want to catch us up to make sure we are tracking together because the intention is 

not to feed your mind with facts but to fill your heart with joy as we learn together how every page of 

Scripture whispers the name of Jesus. Have you ever read the Bible and wondered how it all fits 

together? The intention of this series is to show you that Christ is the key that unlocks the meaning of 

every text. In this series, we are demonstrating just that by looking at Christmas, the time when we 

celebrate the Word becoming flesh, and showing what that event has to do with the major biblical 

theme - Temple.  

 

What’s the big deal about the Temple? God’s presence. What is Jesus known as? God with us. Already 

we are seeing how the two fit. In the first week, we learned that when God created he demonstrated a 

desire to be known. God is a God of revelation, we wouldn’t know this unless he told us, and he 

couldn’t have told us unless he created us. Then, in week two, we learned that God desires for his 

presence to fill the earth and saw his plan to do this was through the people that he created. God 

entrusted Adam and Eve to fill the earth with the knowledge of the Lord. However, as we learned last 



week, in week 3, humanity deliberately disobeyed through the influence of an enemy, a crafty serpent 

called Satan. But, because the plans of God are fixed, no scheme of man nor power of hell can keep 

God from accomplishing his purpose. 

 

Turn with me to Genesis 3. Everyone have a Bible? Get one. Scooch over to someone who has one. 

Share, after all, this is Christmas. Today will be a little different sermon than what we have been used 

to. We have much ground to cover, so have your fingers ready to flip. Today we will be grateful for the 

translators and editors of our Bibles. Though the chapter divisions and headings aren’t original or 

inspired, they will help us as we navigate our way through this beautiful treasure in our hands called 

Holy Scripture.  

 

When we read Genesis 3:15 we learn that God’s plan to establish his reign over the earth will not be 

undone no matter how diabolical the plot. This promise, spoken by the God of creation, graciously 

anchors humanity for the approaching storm. Look at the details of the text: 

• 3:20 – Naming “Eve” – The condition of being able to “see”, of being cursed, of being 

outside the presence of God, has spread to all men (Romans 5).  

• 4 – Sin’s devastation as Cain kills Abel; Lamech waving his fist at God. But not 

hopeless, look at 4:25 – God hasn’t forgotten his promise.  

• 5 – Don’t quickly glance over verse 5. Adam’s death should cause us to weep.  

• 6-9 – Hopeless, but then comes Noah  

 

Now, skip ahead to chapter 12. Let’s read verse 1-3. Bless? Have we heard that phrase before? 1:28 – 

And God blessed them. And God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth, and subdue 

it, and have dominion…’ Do you see what God is doing? He is preparing a people to fill the earth with 

the worship of God! That is our first point this morning. God is reestablishing his presence, preparing 

to fill the earth with himself as the waters cover the sea and the way that he does it is just as it was all 

along – through a people.  

 

1. God Calls a People  

 

Of course, these people are not just any people, they are people who have faith, people who, despite 

what they see or experience believe what God says. We have to pick up the pace. What comes after 

Genesis? Exodus. What story does Exodus tell? Exodus tells the story of God saving his people from 

the bondage of Egypt.  It is after the people come from Egypt that they learn they are God’s treasured 

possession. God demonstrates, in a dramatic fashion, that he desires to be their God and they his 

people. Don’t think that desire is some pithy thing. God desiring something isn’t his asking permission. 

When we speak of God’s desire we mean him letting us in on his plan. God will have what he desires, 

he is God, he must. The problem isn’t God’s desire, the problem is our desire, or lack thereof.  

 

God saved his people to demonstrate his love for them. The problem they faced was not the chains of 

their Egyptian task masters, the problem they faced was much deeper. The problem – their heart, sin. 

As we weave through the Exodus we see that it is easier to take the people out of Egypt but taking 

Egypt out of the people is the longer path. 

 

The story of Exodus is permeated with the presence of God. There is no way that anyone can read 

Exodus and say that God is absent. The people are in bondage, but not forgotten; they are oppressed by 

cruel taskmasters but sustained by the providence of God; they are in the grip of a mighty oppressor 

but not out of the reach of the mighty God who will act on behalf of his people to save them. God’s 

desire, the entire reason for his delivering them, is so that He will be their God and they His people 

(Exodus 6:7) Listen to the text:  

 



God spoke to Moses and said to him, “I am the LORD. I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, 

as God Almighty, but by my name the LORD I did not make myself known to them. I also established 

my covenant with them to give them the land of Canaan, the land in which they lived as sojourners. 

Moreover, I have heard the groaning of the people of Israel whom the Egyptians hold as slaves, and I 

have remembered my covenant. Say therefore to the people of Israel, ‘I am the LORD, and I will bring 

you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will deliver you from slavery to them, and I will 

redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great acts of judgment. I will take you to be my people, 

and I will be your God, and you shall know that I am the LORD your God, who has brought you out 

from under the burdens of the Egyptians. I will bring you into the land that I swore to give to Abraham, 

to Isaac, and to Jacob. I will give it to you for a possession. I am the LORD.’” Moses spoke thus to the 

people of Israel, but they did not listen to Moses, because of their broken spirit and harsh slavery. 

(Exodus 6:2–9) 

 

What a glorious delight. God is established his presence with his people THROGH SALVATION. 

And, salvation isn’t complete once the people are out of Egypt.  

 

As we go through Exodus we come upon chapter 32. Chapter 32 should be marked in some way in 

your Bible. Look at the heading of the chapters the editors have provided for us – The Golden Calf. 

This is a dark chapter in the life of the people of God. It is easier to get the people out of Egypt than it 

is to get Egypt out of the people, but thankfully God is dedicated to see salvation all the way through.  

 

His dedication brings us to our second point this AM: 

 

2. God’s People Anticipate His Presence 

 

This is where I want to dig in just a little deeper. We won’t stay here long, but this point is the point 

that holds the entire series together. If we miss this, we will miss a major portion of understanding 

Scripture. Listen up.  

 

God saves the people to establish his presence amongst the people, but the people still are in need of 

more than physical deliverance from an enemy. But God is dedicated to His people, loving them with 

an everlasting love, so he gives the people the blueprint to his plan and tells them to build a small-scale 

model. God sets them apart and gives them the task to build a structure that will serve to show the way 

that things will be one day be as the knowledge of the Lord covers the earth as the waters cover the 

sea. God command’s the people to build a Tabernacle – the Tent of Meeting. What is so significant 

about the Tabernacle? The presence of the Lord – God’s meeting place with mankind.  
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The Tabernacle of Exodus, which is later replaced with the Temple, is intended to picture the Garden 

of Eden, and is built to declare that God will one day walk with humanity. There are some significant 

parallels between Exodus 25-31 and Genesis 1 and 2: 

 

Creation/Garden of Eden – Genesis 1-2  Tabernacle/Temple – Exodus 25:1-31:18 

7 Speech Acts –And God said (1:3, 6, 9, 11, 

14, 20, 24, 26, 28, 29) 

7 Speech Acts – And God Said (25:1; 30:11, 

17, 22, 34:1,12) Structure as a reconstruction 

of God’s good creation 

Elements of Creation: God who stands 

above the Heavens; Heavens; Sun, Moon 

Stars; Gold and Precious Metals; Sea and 

Land; Cherubim guarding. 

Elements in Tabernacle/Temple: Holy of 

Holies to represent God who stands above 

creation; Ark of Covenant has Cherubim 

guarding; Curtain picture of sky – blue, 

purple, scarlet; Lamps to picture sun, moon 

and stars; Gold and precious metals; 

Courtyard - visible sea and earth, large wash 

basin called the sea, altar of uncut stone.  

God rested after creating  God commands people to rest after they 

build  

God evaluated and blessed his work  Moses evaluated and blessed the work  

God made Male and Female after a pattern  Tabernacle made after pattern God 

showed Moses  

 Creation followed by the Fall  Building of Tabernacle followed by Golden 

Calf 

 

God set apart his people to model his intentions for the whole earth. Remember when we are talking 

about God’s intentions we are talking about impending realities. What is so significant about the 

Temple? God’s presence. What will the earth one day be full of? God’s presence. Who will know it? 

Everyone. Who will enjoy it? His people! Who are his people? Those who have faith in the Son.  

 

The Temple was temporary. The Temple was never a permanent plan. The Temple was intended to 

point to what is permanent, and there again don’t miss this, God uses people and our efforts at his 

direction to remind the rest of the world of reality.  

 

God calls a people; his people anticipate his presence; and  

 

3. God’s People Tell the World the Good News of a Better World Coming 

 

Why does God call a people and then instruct them to anticipate his presence by building structures 

that declare God’s intentions to make his dwelling place amongst men (Revelation 21:3)? So that his 

peculiar people can be his royal priesthood and be a light to the nations. So that people can look at the 

people of God and long to become like they are, long to become like we are – the ones who know God 

and are known by him. I hope that you understand this. This is who we are as his people. We are to 

serve the world as a light to them to call them away from stumbling in the dark. Being people of God is 

not something that we do; it’s who we are. And the who we are is not through the blood of goats or 

bulls, but through the precious blood of the spotless lamb of God, the blood of the Son, Jesus. As Peter 

says:  

 

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you 

may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once 



you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you 

have received mercy. (1 Peter 2:9–10) 

 

A better world is coming. We are his people, we anticipate it in the way that we live, the way that we 

love, and so we want the world to prepare for this day that will be both the end of these days and the 

beginning of a time when time will be no more.  

 

Are you ready? It is inevitable that you will one day be in the presence of God. Will you shrink at his 

presence, trying to hide, or will you stand, not on your own, but being held by the precious blood of 

Christ that has covered a multitude of your sins, and meet him with joyful expectation? One way is a 

way of life, the other the way of death. I pray you respond to him who has gone so far to save you and 

answer his call. He is calling you home, calling you to be with him forever.  


