
Luke 2:22-35 

Hail the Sun of Righteouenss 

 

Today is Christmas Eve, tonight will be the night before Christmas. When 

I was a child this time of the year was the greatest because in the morning 

I would wake up to a house filled with the smell of Mom cooking the 

quiche and biscuits for Christmas breakfast and then find more presents 

than I could ever play with underneath the Christmas Tree. The night was 

filled with anticipation. Are you looking forward to anything this 

morning? 

 

We are in week five of our seven-part series for Christmas called, 

Christmas and the Temple, and we have finally made it to the moment 

where we turn to Luke 2 and see Jesus in the Temple. Some of you have 

been anticipating this moment for weeks. We have finally made it! This 

series seeks to answer why the most significant life of all – Jesus – chose 

to live his life in the shadow of the Temple. I know we have done this 

before, but since we are already in Luke I want to show you why I believe 

Luke intends to paint Jesus’ portrait in the shadow of the Temple. Luke 

starts in the Temple with Zechariah hearing news that the Messiah’s 

forerunner is coming. Then the birth of Jesus is announced, John the 

Baptist is born, Jesus is born, and Luke takes us back to the Temple as 

Jesus is presented to the Lord. Beginning in verse forty-one we have the 

only account of Jesus as a boy and we find him in the Temple. As Jesus is 

nearing the end of his ministry he spends his time in and around the 

Temple. For these reasons, I believe Luke is telling us that if we are to 

understand Jesus we must understand the Temple. So, we have labored to 

this point to seek to understand the Temple to have a better grasp on the 

ministry of Jesus.  

 

READ TEXT  

 

What was it that made this day so special? Anticipation, expectation, and 

realization. In this moment, the magnificent Temple, in all its splendor of 



gold and brilliance, in all of its glorious heights, is dwarfed by a devout 

Jew, a dedicated husband, and a virgin mother, holding a baby who is 

himself hope, love, joy, peace, forgiveness, satisfaction, all that we will 

ever need or should want. All of history has been leading towards and 

hinges on the birth of the baby of Luke 2. 

 

I want us to understand, the best we can with the help of God the Holy 

Spirit, the astounding significance of this moment, and so I’ve got two 

truths I’d like for you to write down. 

 

1. Jesus is The Long-Expected Savior  

 

We learn something about Simeon right away. Simeon was righteous and 

devout. What made him righteous and devout? The text tells us, he was 

waiting for the consolation of Israel. What does that mean? When you 

console someone, you comfort them in the midst of their disappointment 

or discouragement. By using this one word, Luke masterfully tells us that 

Jesus is the hope of the world.  

 

Simeon was devout and righteous because he lived his life with the hope-

filled expectation that God would do what he said and bring comfort to the 

world through the seed of the woman who would crush the head of the 

serpent. Where did he get such an idea? Not just from Genesis, but from 

every page of Scripture. To compound the irony, Simeon was standing in 

the shadow of a huge structure whose existence served as a witness to the 

coming day when God would save the world – the Temple. By looking 

into the face of Jesus Simeon was able to understand the Temple and 

understood that something greater than the Temple was here.  

 

The word consolation is a very important word. There is a history here 

that we need to be aware of. Luke uses the word consolation to take our 

minds back to one particular prophet – Isaiah. You know Isaiah, especially 

this time of year. Isaiah is the one who says, Therefore the Lord himself 



will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and 

shall call his name Immanuel. (7:14) Isaiah also says, 

 

 For to us a child is born, 

  to us a son is given; 

 and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

  and his name shall be called 

 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. (9:6) 

 

Those passages are so dear to us because they highlight the overall 

meaning of Isaiah. What is the book of Isaiah about? Jesus. I don’t mean 

to be Sunday School on you (every answer is Jesus), but in all seriousness, 

Isiah is about Jesus. Jesus told us this after his resurrection (Luke 24). Our 

task is to determine, not what we mean when we say Isaiah is about Jesus, 

but what Isaiah means when he writes about salvation through a virgin 

born Son who is God with us who also suffers.  

 

Isiah is a HUGE book. Sixty-six chapters. Those sixty-six chapters are 

divided into three sections: Chapters 1-39; 40-55; and 56-66. The second 

section of Isiah is known as “The Book of Comfort” or consolation. Why 

comfort? Because the first thirty-nine chapters are filled with 

disappointment. Isaiah writes to a people who are not fulfilling their 

mandate to be lovers of God. Let me show you.  

 

God built a system to deal with sinfulness – sacrifice. The people took 

advantage of this thinking that the point was to clean them up externally 

while all along they had stony and calloused hearts. They sinned and 

sacrificed, sinned and sacrificed to the point where God says, enough! 

Isaiah begins by declaring the ineffectiveness of the Temple. Isaiah 1:10–

11 

 

 

 



 Hear the word of the LORD, 

  you rulers of Sodom! 

 Give ear to the teaching of our God, 

  you people of Gomorrah! 

 “What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices? 

  says the LORD; 

 I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams 

  and the fat of well-fed beasts; 

 I do not delight in the blood of bulls, 

  or of lambs, or of goats. 

 

If the only system to deal with sinfulness and God tells them that he is 

unpleased with sacrifice what are the people to do? The people are 

incapable of saving themselves, they need a Savior. This salvation that is 

coming is the hope of the world. Listen to how quickly Isaiah anticipates 

the coming salvation from God. Isaiah 1:18 (7 verses later) 

 

 “Come now, let us reason together, says the LORD: 

 though your sins are like scarlet, 

  they shall be as white as snow; 

 though they are red like crimson, 

  they shall become like wool.  

 

The question that Isaiah then answers is how do scarlet sins become white 

as snow? Isaiah, especially in the “Book of Comfort” (chapters 40-5) tells 

us. Isaiah tells us that scarlet sins become white as snow through the 

shedding of the red blood of the spotless white lamb of God. 

 

The hopes of Isaiah are future hopes. Again, God says what he says to 

anchor history in hope. By the time God sends Israel the prophet Isaiah 

things are reaching a boiling point until finally, in Ezekiel (10) the glory of 

the Lord leaves the Temple. The presence of God leaves his people. In 

Isaiah opens with the LORD declaring that he no longer delights in the 

sacrifices offered in the Temple and in Ezekiel the LORD abandons the 



Temple all together. The Temple is destroyed and Israel taken captive by 

Babylon. God allows another Temple to be built but it is not the same (see 

Ezra 3). Now we have Simeon, an old devout Jew, who is waiting for the 

comfort that Isaiah promised. Don’t miss this. Simeon is standing in the 

shadow of the Temple and waiting for the comfort of the world to come, 

the blessing of the world to come, through Israel. The story has never been 

about the Temple but about what the Temple was intended to portray – the 

day when the presence of God fills the earth! And Simeon is holdings the 

God who has the whole world in his hands. Simeon is holding Immanuel, 

God with us.  

 

The current Temple was without the glory, the glory of the Lord had 

departed the Temple. This is what is so significant about Zechariah in the 

first page of Luke. Zechariah heard the voice of the Lord for the first after 

four-hundred years of silence. 400 years of waiting; four-hundred years 

and finally an old man takes a baby in his arms and says, Now I can die in 

peace because I have seen Yeshua – the Salvation of YHWH.  

 

What was it about Jesus that caused Simeon to rejoice? Was there 

something special about him? Oh yeah! He cried when he was hungry; 

wiggled, giggled, cooed; did everything a baby would do; BUT this baby 

was Immanuel, God with us – Jesus. This baby with tender skin whom the 

rough hands of Simeon held, would save the world. How would he save 

the world?  

 

2. Jesus Saves Through His Life (Incarnation) 

 

Jesus is Immanuel, God with us. Jesus has come into a world of darkness 

as the light of the world; he has come in a world filled with chains with the 

key for every captive; in a world full of sorrow, he comes to dry every 

tear; in a world full of longing, he has come bringing joy. Jesus has come 

to restore the presence of God amongst men and does so in the most 

dramatic fashion – by becoming man, by uniting himself with us so that he 

could unite us with himself.  



 

John tells the Christmas story a little different than any of the other Gospel 

writers but they all say the same thing. John says, The Word became flesh 

and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son 

from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John 1:14). That word dwelt is 

the same word that Old Testament uses for the Tabernacle. Jesus 

tabernacled amongst us, he templed. Through the incarnation of the Son 

(the Word becoming flesh), God made his dwelling place amongst us. All 

that was lost in the Garden, when the LORD walked with mankind, is now 

beginning to be regained in the Incarnation of the Son, in God being born, 

offspring of the Virgin’s womb: veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail the 

incarnate Deity, pleased with us in flesh to dwell, Jesus our Immanuel. 

Mild he lays his glory by, born no more that men may die, born to raise us 

from the earth, born to give us second birth. 

 

Look at the words of Simeon. My eyes have seen your salvation. Simeon 

didn’t say, I have seven the worker of salvation. He said, I have looked 

into the infant face of God and seen salvation. Here’s the point: Jesus 

secured our salvation the moment that he became flesh. It’s not just a cross 

that saves, but God on the Cross. It’s not just an empty tomb that saves, 

but God risen from the dead. You can never separate who Jesus is form 

what he has done. This is what makes Christmas so extraordinary: Without 

ceasing to be what he was he became what he was not. The Word became 

flesh and dwelt amongst us. The perfect union of God and man in our one 

Lord Jesus Christ. He is fully God and fully man. Two natures, God and 

man, united in one person, our One Lord, Jesus Christ.  

 

What did John say? John says, We have seen his glory. What does he 

mean? John knows the Bible, John knows that the glory left the Temple. 

Jesus is the way that God restores the glory. Simeon knows this too, and as 

he is holding Jesus in the shadow of the Temple he says 

 

 



Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your 

word;  

for my eyes have seen your salvation  

that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,  

a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.  - 

Luke 2:29-32 

 

When God instructed his people to do what they could to prepare for 

salvation by building the Temple, God was up to something greater. God 

did what man was incapable of doing by fashioning a body for the eternal 

Son in the womb of a Virgin daughter of Eve, Mary. This seed of woman 

would finally crush the head of the serpent and even though his heel 

would be bruised, he will fill the earth with the triumph of his victory by 

vanquishing evil forever!  

 

This is the story of Christmas, and this is what Christmas has to do with 

the Temple.  

 

Would you be disappointed if you woke up on Christmas morning to find 

no gifts? With Christ there is no way Christmas can be disappointing. 

Why? God has given us the greatest gift – Himself. How do we know? 

The baby in the manger grew up to have those precious hands pierced by 

nails. Those beautiful tiny feet were driven through with spikes that held 

him to a cross. That precious brow that received his mother’s kisses was 

plunged by a crown of thorns; and that side that Joseph used to hold close 

with a warm embrace felt the cold steel of a soldier’s spear as his side was 

riven. This baby that was tenderly laid in a manger would one day be 

lifelessly taken down from a cross and laid on a cold slab in a tomb. 

Another time of longing, another moment of anxious anticipation as those 

closest to him wondered if what he said was true. They could hear his 

voice, Tear down this temple and in three days I will raise it up. One day 

passed, two days passed. But then came the morning of day three! We 

who know the Jesus who has risen again can testify that with him, there is 



no disappointment. Indeed, the opposite is true, in him every expectation 

we could ever imagine is met!   

 

He has given us a song to sing: 

 

Hail the heav’nly Prince of Peace! 

Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all He brings, 

Ris’n with healing in His wings. 

Mild He lays His glory by, 

Born that man no more may die. 

Born to raise the sons of earth, 

Born to give them second birth. 

 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King!” 

 

Are you able to sing that song and mean it? Is your heart warmed with 

affection for God at these thoughts? Do you believe it; I mean really 

believe it? 


