
CHRISTMAS AND THE TEMPLE, ADVENT 2017  

  

Luke 23:45  

Jesus the Temple Builder  

The most famous painting in the world is Leonardo da Vinci’s  

Mona Lisa. Each year this less than 3’x2’ painting draws over 6  

Million people to visit her hanging on the wall in the Louvre in France. Who was she, why was 

she painted? What’s she smiling about? Is she smiling? So many questions shroud this lady in 

mystery, questions of course that she will never answer, though experts have covered every 

square inch of her looking for clues to discover her mysteries.   

  

Today I want to take you to another picture, this time the picture is not of oil on canvas but ink 

on parchment. I want to show you a picture with words as the Gospel of Luke describes on of 

the most significant events in the history of the world – the Crucifixion of Jesus.   

  

READ TEXT  

 Can you see it in your mind? The sun going away as the sky turns black and darkness fills 

everywhere you can see for three hours! We were amazed by the minutes of an eclipse; can you 

imagine three hours of darkness? Then Luke takes us into the Temple and we see this curtain 

whose colors are meant to represent the sky torn from top to bottom. Then back to the Cross as 

we hear the voice of our Lord mustering all the strength he has to give one final cry from the 

cross. This makes my mind think of the African American Spiritual that asks us – Were you 

there when they crucified my Lord? And, does it cause you to tremble?   

  

Let’s look closer, let’s look at the details so that we can know what we are looking at. This is 

the most significant moment in history that, because of the magnificence of Holy Scripture, has 

been frozen in time for us to come and look upon. Let’s not just be passers-by, let’s get close, 

examine every detail and not only see a portrait of Christ on a Cross, but look and see a self-

portrait.1 Indeed, if you are content with just passing by, like viewing Christmas presents in a 

storefront window, you will never know yourself, and more dangerously, you will never know 

Christ.   

  

At this point I hope that all the ground work that we have laid for the past few weeks is making 

things click. When you look at a painting for the first time you notice certain things. If we were 

looking at the Mona Lisa some of you might notice how she is dressed, her hair, her smile. 

Others might start by trying to figure out the background and never even notice that her hands 

are crossed. Now, look at this other picture before you, the one in your hands – Luke’s picture 

                                 
1 Galatians 2:20   



of the crucifixion of Jesus. Because I have been preparing you as your teacher for weeks now 

during this series Christmas and the Temple, hopefully there is one detail that LEAPS off the 

page – And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. Why would Dr. Luke add those details? 

Because he wants us to have a complete picture of the work of God in Christ accomplished for 

us. To understand the Crucifixion you have to understand the Temple, thus the reason we have 

come so far in this series. I want to teach you Christ this morning, but not just any Christ, Christ 

according to Scripture.   

  

I want to string together a few threads. These are selected passages from Scripture that I want to 

use focus our attention to see every detail Luke is giving us in 23:45. Let me read them for you 

and then make three points so that we can see the depths of his love displayed for us. Three 

points to understand Jesus the Temple Builder.  

  

• John 2:18-22 - So the Jews said to him, “What sign do you show us for doing these 

things?” Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 

The Jews then said, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will you raise it 

up in three days?” But he was speaking about the temple of his body. When therefore he 

was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this, and they 

believed the Scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.  

• Luke 23:45 – And the curtain of the temple was torn in two  

• Matthew 28:16-20 - Now the eleven disciples went to  

Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. And when they saw him they 

worshiped him, but some doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in 

heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you 

always, to the end of the age.”  

• Acts 2:1-4 - When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. And 

suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the 

entire house where they were sitting. And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and 

rested on each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 

speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.  

• 1 Corinthians 3:9, 16-17 - For we are God's fellow workers. You are God's field, God's 

building. Do you not know that you are God's temple and that God's Spirit dwells in you? 

If anyone destroys God's temple, God will destroy him. For God's temple is holy, and you 

are that temple.   

• 2 Corinthians 3:18 - And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are 

being transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this 

comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.  

• 1 Peter 2:4-10 - As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of 

God chosen and precious, you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a 



spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 

through Jesus Christ. For it stands in Scripture:  

  

  “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious,    

            and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”  

   So, the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe,  

   “The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone,”  

   and “A stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense.”  

   They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.  

   But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own      

 possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness   

         into his marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; 

        once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.  

  

I string these together so that we can understand this major theme - Listen close, I am going to 

say it and then unpack it in the short time that we have:  

  

• The mandate that God gave Adam and Eve to multiply, fill the earth, subdue, and have 

dominion, a mandate that was lost through willful rebellion, the presence that was 

forfeited, the standard that had fallen, the image of God stamped on humanity that had 

now been defaced, has now, through Christ been reestablished, taken up again, and 

remade through the fires of God’s judgment to shine the astounding beauty of God. As 2 

Corinthians 4:6 says, For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in 

our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 

Christ.   

  

Tear this temple down and in three days I will raise it up… At the crucifixion, darkness over the 

land as the veil of the temple torn… The question now, what kind of temple is God building?  

  

1. A Temple Not Made by Human Hands (Fulfilling old way – read Hebrews 9-11)  

  

J.I. Packer in his masterpiece Knowing God said, “What makes life worthwhile is having a big 

enough objective, something which catches our imagination and lays hold of our allegiance, and 

this the Christian has in a way that no other person has. For what higher, more exalted, and 

more compelling goal can there be than to know God?” God has determined not only to make 



himself known, but has determined for us to know him. And how do we know him? We know 

him through the Son who himself is the image of the invisible God, the Word of the Father, 

very God of very God, begotten, not made, who has come for our sake and our salvation.   

  

The presence that had been lost by Adam and Eve in the Garden, the presence that was but a 

shadow in the Temple, has now come to dwell with us. How? By pouring his presence into our 

hearts.2 At the end of Isaiah God declares a marvelous truth to his people, a truth that redirects 

their focus onto God’s intention all along. God says:  

  

  Thus says the LORD:  

  “Heaven is my throne,  

        and the earth is my footstool;    

                what is the house that you would build for me,      

                and what is the place of my rest?    

                All these things my hand has made,      

                and so all these things came to be,     

        declares the LORD.  

               But this is the one to whom I will look:  

      he who is humble and contrite in spirit 

      and trembles at my word. (Isaiah 66:1–2)  

  

God’s intention for Israel was not to build a Temple. God’s intention was to build a people. A 

people who would display his glory. How would they display his glory?  By having a heart that 

beats to do his will. What is his will? The Shema:   

  

  “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. You shall love the LORD your 

 God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. And these words  that 

I command you today shall be on your heart.  

(Deuteronomy 6:4–6)  

  

Jesus had a conversation one time in the shadow of the Temple with a Pharisee named 

Nicodemus in the middle of the night. Jesus said to an inquiring Nicodemus, You must be born 

again.  

Nicodemus didn’t understand, but in the prologue of John’s Gospel, John had prepared us for 

Jesus’s words to Nicodemus by telling us,   

                                 
2 Romans 5:5  



  

  The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the  

world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. He came to  his 

own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all who did receive him, who  believed in 

his name, he gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not of  blood nor of the 

will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. (John  

1:9–13)  

 God building a people, but what kind of people? Redeemed, blood-bought, Spirit-filled people.    

 At the death of Jesus, the curtain of temple separating the Holy of Holies, the place where 

God’s presence dwelt, was torn from top to bottom. The presence of God was soon to be 

released in a way never experienced before. And on the day of Pentecost, the Disciples of Jesus 

received the Spirit. What were the details of that reception? Cloven tongues of fire. Why fire 

about their heads? In Exodus 40:34 God’s glory filled the tabernacle with fire; in 2 Chronicles 

7:1, God’s presence filled the Temple with fire; now in Acts 2, after the death, resurrection, and 

ascension of Jesus, the Spirit of God fills the disciples and the sign above each of them is fire! 

The temple that Jesus is building is not one made by human hands, but a temple built by the 

Father through the Son and in the Spirit.3  

  

And because Jesus said, “it is finished” from the Cross, this new temple that God is building 

will be:   

  

2. A Temple Whose Flame of Glory Will Never Be Extinguished (I am with you 

always)  

  

The mandate that God gave Adam and Eve has been given again to us through the Son. Adam 

and Eve were told to fill the earth with a certain type of people, a people who are not dominated 

but who dominate, a people who worship and obey. After the resurrection, Jesus comes to his 

Disciples, some of whom still doubt, and tells them to cover the earth with a message, a 

message of salvation. Followers of Jesus are to glorify God by being witnesses who make 

disciples through teaching and baptism. Evangelism is not just about soul-winning, evangelism 

is about filling the earth with the knowledge of the Lord. We have the unquenchable flame of 

God’s glory that we take to the ends of the earth!  

  

                                 
3 See Ephesians 2 for Trinitarian soteriology  



This is what Paul says to the Corinthians. He calls those troubled but triumphant saints God’s 

building, and then says to them that they are God’s temple, and that God’s Spirit dwells in 

them. The word that Paul uses for Temple is not hieron but naos in 1 Corinthians 3. Naos is the 

word used for the Holy of Holies.   

  

Put these two strands of thought together: God’s Spirit left the  

Temple of the Old Testament. Simeon holds baby Jesus and says I have seen your salvation, John 

said we have seen the glory of God in the Incarnation of the Son. Jesus ascends and as he is 

ascending he says, I am with you always. How is he with us always if he is in heaven? A few days 

later, the Disciples, hiding behind closed doors, found out. The Spirit of Christ, the Spirit of the 

Living God came and dwelt in them to never leave them.   

  

How could he never leave them, were they sinless? They weren’t sinless, but all their sin, past, 

present and future, had been taken away. And, because Christ has set us free we by faith can 

confidently say, There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus… 

We can be sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things 

to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 

separate us from the love of  

God in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:1, 38–39)  

  

As Jesus was ascending, the Disciples were looking at him, lingering with their eyes towards 

the heavens even after he was out of sight. Then the angels who were there reassured them by 

saying, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven?  

This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him 

go into heaven.” (Acts 1:11) They weren’t saying anything that Jesus hadn’t already said. Jesus 

already told them,   

  

  “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In my Father’s 

 house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for 

you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that 

where I am you may be also.  

(John 14:1–3)  

 This temple that Jesus is building is  

  

3. A Temple that Will Last Forever   

  

A temple where the people of God forever be in his presence and his glory will be amongst us.   

  

Do you see what great confidence we have? Do you see what  



God has done for us in making himself known? J.I Packer is right. “What makes life worthwhile 

is having a big enough objective, something which catches our imagination and lays hold of our 

allegiance, and this the Christian has in a way that no other person has. For what higher, more 

exalted, and more compelling goal can there be than to know God?” How can we know God? 

Only through Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith. Only through Jesus, the Temple builder.   

  

His kingdom is imperishable, undefiled and kept for us who by faith love him. He who began a 

work in us will complete it. That is the only two options – with him or apart from him. Anyone 

who is not a part of his kingdom is one who will perish in an eternal torment called hell. For 

anyone else there is a forever with God, a forever that comes by grace through faith.  

  

Where will you be? Will you be with the Lord, is he forming you into the image of his Son? 

Don’t be an onlooker just passing by, stop, look, love the God who has moved heaven and earth 

to bring you to himself.   

  

There was a nursery song that I was taught as a boy: He’s still working on me, to make me what 

I ought to be. It took him just a week to make the moon and the stars, the sun and earth and 

Jupiter and Mars. How loving and patient he must be, ‘cause he’s still working on me.  

 He intends to finish what he started and he intends for us to be with him and so he is making us 

fit for his presence. Christ is building a Temple, a temple purchased by His own precious blood.   

 

ALTERNATIVE ENDING  After unpacking a dense bit of biblical theology for the Romans,  

Paul comes to a point and says,   

 Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his 

judgments and how inscrutable his ways!  

   “For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his counselor?” 

   “Or who has given a gift to him that he might be repaid?”  

  For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen. 

   (Romans 11:33–36)  

  

That is what we must feel today. We must feel the weight of this God who has orchestrated time 

and eternity to bring us back to him.   

  

The God who has made himself known entrusts us with telling others this story. So, here is my 

part. I ask you, do you know him? Is your heart stirred with affection at the thought of him?  

Or, are you just an onlooker passing by?   

  


