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Matthew 6:13; 1 Chronicles 29:10-13 

Aligning with Eternity  

 

 

Shortly after Katie and I got married, I had surgery. That's a way to start! Come home from the honeymoon and 

head to the operating room. (Before we got married I had a horseback riding accident that sent me to the ER and 

cost me eight stitches in my cranium, but that is a story for another day.) The surgery that I had was elective to 

correct something that was out of order. I needed sinus surgery to repair a deviated septum. The septum is a tiny 

bone that separates your two nasal cavities. It is supposed to sit straight as an arrow to allow your sniffer to suck 

up as much oxygen as it can. If it deviates, breathing can become difficult. Mine was so bad that when I 

breathed my nose whistled! The doctor had to make straight what was crooked so that I could breathe better. 

Who wouldn't want to breathe better? Without any obstruction in my nose, I was breathing as never before. But 

to breathe better, the doctor had to take what was crooked and make it straight; had to take my deviated septum 

and realign it.  

 

Studies say that 8 out of 10 people have a deviated septum. Breath deep through the nose and exhale. The 

chances are that if you heard a whistle or found that difficult, you need surgery. Sorry to bear the news to you. 

Eight out of ten! That is a passing grade in most schools, but for our purpose, this morning 8/10 isn't enough. I 

want to talk to everyone here today and tell us that our crooked lives are in need of being conformed to the 

perfect image of Christ. In all of our wandering, we need to come home; our restlessness needs to find rest; our 

sinning needs to cease; our dying needs to become living; we need to align our lives with eternity.  

 

Christ has come to show us eternity. He has come to a people who had gone astray to be the Shepherd to lead 

them back to green pastures and have them rest beside still waters. He has come to the earth that he created that 

is filled with quagmires and pits to make every crooked path straight. We know the truth, we know the way, we 

know the life, we know Jesus. This Jesus stands from a cross and an empty grave, with his body still bearing the 

wounds of crucifixion, with his nail pierced hands reaching out, calling us to find rest for our weary souls. Rest 

comes by following Jesus, by turning from our way to go his way.  

 

Christ has come to show us eternity. His coming has made us keenly aware of a specific danger. We are aware 

of this danger because he is truth, beauty, life, and love. The danger that he confronts us with is our choosing to 

remain in darkness when he has called us to light; of enjoying the desolation of the wilderness when he has 

called us to a land flowing with the milk and honey of his presence; walking down a crooked path filled with 

dangers, toils, and snares, when he has shown us the safe but narrow path that leads to life. Christ has come 

calling us to align our lives with eternity. His call is not passive, letting us do all the work. His call is active as 

he takes our lives and lets them be, consecrated Lord to Thee. He takes our moments and our days and lets them 

flow in endless praise. He both calls us and conforms us.  

 

Today I want us to turn to Matthew 6 and find the prayer the Lord gave us right at the heart of the Sermon on 

the Mount. I want to do something today that I haven't done before. I want to preach from the footnotes. Over 

the course of the weeks, as we have read this prayer together, I have noticed a puzzled look on some of your 

faces. Some of you have listened to me read the prayer and not heard me read the familiar ending to the prayer. 

The traditional use of this prayer has a doxology that may or may not have been originally intended by 

Matthew. We want what Matthew intended because Matthew is the Spirit-inspired author. Some have a problem 

with a translation of Scripture having footnotes. They look at this passage and say, Aha! Your Bible has errors 

in it. No, it doesn't. There is a question at this one juncture as to whether this passage was original but that is far 

from suggesting that the Bible has errors. When my ESV puts this verse in a footnote, the translators are 

expressing their confidence in the trustworthiness of Scripture. This footnote lets all the critics know what we 



are after when we read Scripture - "Thus says the Lord." We are so confident in the trustworthiness of the Bible 

that we put those verses that are in question in footnotes so that all of our critics will know that we have nothing 

to hide. Why? Because we want the most accurate translation, and a modern translation like the ESV, NASB, 

CSB, or NIV are faithfully committed to accurately translating Holy Scripture.  

 

Several scholars suggest that the doxology is not part of Matthew's writing. Then again, a fair number of 

scholars suggest that it is. All of them deal with it in some fashion. I tend to think that it was part of Matthew's 

original text, but we will deal with that as we go.  

 

READ TEXT  

 

By us reading that prayer, we have just glimpsed into eternity and seen the way that God is aligning our way 

with his eternal glory! Let's focus all of our efforts on understanding what we are saying when we pray, For 

yours in the kingdom and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 

Remember what this prayer is. There is a reason that this prayer is at the heart of the greatest teachings of Jesus 

- the Sermon on the Mount. In the Sermon, Christ gives us his vision for the new humanity he has formed and is 

forming in himself - a new humanity forged by the Cross and sealed by the Holy Spirit of God. At the heart of 

the Sermon God has given us something to direct our focus like no other task on earth - prayer. This prayer is a 

summary of both the ministry of Jesus and our lives in Christ. Look at the prayer. The prayer teaches us: 

 

-    Christ has come to bring us into fellowship with God - Our Father  

-    Christ has come to confront us with God's majesty - in heaven, hallowed be your name. 

-    Christ has come to give us an eternal perspective - Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven.  

-    Christ has come to teach us to depend on him - Give us this day our daily bread,  

-    Christ has come to show us grace - and forgive us our debts as we also have forgiven our debtors. 

-    Christ has come to enable us to walk in the light of eternity each day - And lead us not into temptation,  

-    Christ has come so that we can rest in the hope of salvation - but deliver us from evil.  

-    All for his glory - For yours in the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 

There is nothing else that will set our focus on eternity like praying this prayer! Jesus, who became to us 

wisdom from God, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption (1 Cor. 1:30), has taught us to pray. When we 

pray this way, we are praying for heaven to come down and glory to be all that we know. Don't waste your life. 

Align your life with eternity.  

 

How fitting is it that we end with glory! The Lord leaves us with this incredible weight, no wonder getting on 

our knees before God is an appropriate posture for prayer! The Lord leaves us with glory at the end of the 

prayer because the entire life of Jesus is full of glory. The angels announced his arrival to a group of poor 

shepherds with words of glory in the highest. When he ascended, the angels met another group of would-be 

shepherds with the same message of glory!1  

 

We learn a great deal about what Jesus has accomplished by these two glorious encounters. Jesus came into a 

world that had exchanged the glory of the immortal God with worthless images of men and beasts. When Jesus 

comes to earth the Romans are reigning over most of the world. But Caesar in his palace, though he thought 

himself a god, never received an angelic host declaring his glory! God revealed his glory by something so 

                                                 
1 The would-be shepherd are the Apostles. I am taking ques from Daniel 7 referring to the clouds of glory as well as Jesus words as 

recorded in Matthew before he ascended. Interestingly, Matthew does not report the ascension. He leaves the King on the Earth. I 

think this serves an important theological point.  

 



ordinary that it is still to this day overlooked. The world is still bent on making no room for the Savior who lay 

away in a manger.  

 

Here is Rome in all of its so-called glory, the epitome of the kingdoms of this world. Here is Christ, the 

incarnate Son of God whose life is bookended by declarations of glory by heaven. How poetic that Christ would 

come when he did and how he did, and then teach us to pray like this. I like what the New Testament Scholar 

N.T. Wright said about the contrast between the two kingdoms. Wright says,  

     

     "The two systems stand over against one another. Augusts' empire is like a well-lit room      at 

night. The lamps are arranged beautifully; they shed pretty patterns; but they haven't      defeated the darkness 

outside. Jesus' kingdom is like the morning star rising, signaling      that it's time to blow out the candles, to 

throw open the curtains, and to welcome the new      day that is dawning." 2  

 

This double vision of reality is now ours because Christ has shown it to us. He has shown us love, shown us 

life, and calls us to walk his way. And the way to walk is on our knees in prayer, as we pray Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 

It is important for us to understand this prayer. Every other vision that we have outside of the glory of God, the 

things that so many spend their time and efforts chasing, are nothing more than a mirage or shadow. Jesus has 

given us the reality undergirding and upholding the universe - the glory of God. This vision of the glory of God 

is one that we have to continually beat into our hearts. And, don't miss this, the way we get it into our hearts is 

by getting on our knees.  

 

There was a man who taught us to keep the visions of the glory of God central - Israel's greatest king, David. In 

1 Chronicles 29, which is what I believe this doxology is modeled after, we see David modeling what Christ 

teaches us here. I want you to turn there because I want us to feel the full weight of this passage.  

 

READ 1 CHRONICLES 29:10-13 

 

This is Israel's greatest king acknowledging the everlasting kingship of God. No wonder he was the greatest 

king! Remember, before David, Israel had demanded a king according to the pattern of this world and the Lord 

gave them Saul (be careful Oxford as you pick a new pastor which pattern you follow - God just may give you 

what you ask for). Saul brought sorrow to Israel. Even though God granted Israel an earthly king, the king was 

to remind them of who was really the king - the LORD God. David models this as he prays Thine is the 

kingdom.  

 

How could David pray this way? Because he listened and trusted in the Word of the Lord. God promised David 

that he would cause a king to come from the line of David whose throne would be an everlasting throne. This 

king who was coming would reign forever and ever. David will die, but the one that comes from David will be 

the defeat of death!  

 

1.    His is the Kingdom  

 

Not ours. His. I know I am talking to myself this morning. Preachers aren't immune from pursuing our own 

kingdom. Preachers may be more susceptible to this than some of you. Preachers can fall into the trap of 

thinking that God can't go on without them. We just lost Billy Graham. One of Graham's lasting legacy is that 

he knew he was dispensable. The Christ that Graham preached was indispensable, so he called people to follow 

Christ. As John Wesley said, "God buries his workman, but carries on his work." 

 

                                                 
2 Wright, The Lord and His Prayer, 62.  



Too many waste their lives pursuing their kingdom. What a fool’s endeavor! They play the devil from John 

Milton's paradise lost who said that he would rather be the star player in his narrative than play second fiddle to 

God. Like Satan, many who pursue their way forfeit glory. With great shame, they gain the whole world but 

lose their soul. Jesus is here calling you to life, calling you to heaven, calling you to joy that is inexpressible, 

filled with glory!  

 

His kingdom is inevitable, and his resurrection proves this. You and I can go and visit the tombs of all the 

leaders of the great world religions, but when we go to Jerusalem we will find a tomb that was once occupied by 

a crucified man born in Bethlehem, but the tomb is empty because Jesus is alive!  

 

2.    His is the Power  

 

John tells us that all things were made through Jesus and without him was not anything that was made. He didn't 

just make it and leave it, spinning things into motion and watching them all come crashing down. Hebrews tells 

us that he is upholding the world by the word of his power. The rain that falls, the air that fills our lungs, all due 

to his power. The wind and the seas obey him making everyone around him wonder; the crowds mocked him 

when he said that a little girl who had died was only sleeping, but he left the mocking crowd speechless after he 

raised her to life again. The powers of hell thought they had won, but three days later they saw what he had 

done could not be undone as through his power he rose from the grave! The world threw, you and I threw, our 

worst at him - the gruesome death of crucifixion - and he overwhelmed it by resurrection!  

 

3.    His is the Glory  

 

He also came showing us the glory of God. His entire ministry was casting despair on the powers of hell and 

darkness. Ultimately, he displayed his glory on a cross. Jesus has made the eternal weight of God's glory 

accessible to us and then consumed us with it. The same glory that will one day cover the earth has already 

covered our lives!  

 

4.    Forever  

 

Only his glory is forever! Hebrews says it best:  

 

But of the Son he says, 

 

    "Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, 

        the scepter of uprightness is the scepter of your kingdom. 

    You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; 

    therefore God, your God, has anointed you 

        with the oil of gladness beyond your companions." 

     

     

    And, 

 

    "You, Lord, laid the foundation of the earth in the beginning, 

        and the heavens are the work of your hands; 

    they will perish, but you remain; 

        they will all wear out like a garment, 

    like a robe you will roll them up, 

        like a garment they will be changed. 

    But you are the same, 

        and your years will have no end." (Hebrews 1:8-12) 

 



5.    Amen  

 

We end the prayer with the assurance of an amen. Amen means let it be, so be it. The truths that we pray in this 

prayer are surer than the sun coming up tomorrow. When we say Amen in this way, we align our hearts with 

eternity. When we say Amen we are surrounded by a whole host of witnesses who have placed their hope in the 

certainty of Our Father who art in heaven (stand and say it with me) hallowed be thy name. Your kingdom 

come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, 

as we also have forgiven our debtors and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 

Don't you want this to be the way you live? Don't you want to be consumed with his glory? Align your life with 

eternity! Surrender to the God who has come to bring you to himself. Pray like this and find out what life is all 

about.  

 

 

 

 


