
TEXT:  Ephesians 5:18 

 

TITLE:  AN IMPORTANT QUESTION 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

Ephesians 5:18 

“And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but filled with the 

Spirit.” 

 

The most recent survey by George Barna reveals that the differences in 

the world and in the people of God is hardly recognizable. 

 

Out of sixty-six (66) lifestyle categories Christians are no different than 

the unbelievers. 

 

 *Christians no longer have a credible voice in this nation. 

 

 *”We lead the civilized world in murder, rape, abortion,  

   and incarceration.”  Kay Arthur. 

 

 *”Our culture and our country are collapsing.”  Anne Graham  

   Lotz 

 

T.S…Do you believe that the Church of Jesus Christ in  

    America needs a Revival? 

 

 

ILL…Charles H. Spurgeon: “If there were only one prayer  

   that I could pray it would be this, God, send the Church  

   men and women who are filled with the Spirit and fire  

   from above.” 

 

T.S…The only hope we have is for the Church to be Spirit  

    filled. 

 

T.S…Do you want to be Spirit filled? 
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BODY 

 

I. THE SPIRIT FILLED LIFE IS A COMMANDED LIFE 

  Eph. 5:18…be filled…Imperative, Present Tense 

 

 ILL…Three things happen when the Holy Spirit is present  

  in the life of the Believer: 

 

 *ENTERS:  1 Cor. 6:19 

  “Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy 

     Spirit within you, whom you have from God?” 

 

 *ENLIST:  Acts 1:8 

  “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come          

    Upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in  

    all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 

 

 *EMPOWERS:  Matt. 28:18-20 

  “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.” 

   

 

 

 EXPL:…be filled…IMPERATIVE MOOD, PLURAL, 

       Present Tense. 

 

   *The Word of God teaches that the Christian is to be  

    filled with the Spirit.  THIS IS A COMMAND NOT A  

    SUGGESTION. 

 

   *You cannot be a Christian apart from the Holy Spirit. 

 

   *Plural:  Every Christian not the Preacher, S. S. Teacher  

    – Every one!  Yes, you. 

 

   *Present Tense:  Be continuously filled every day. 

 

 

 ILL… One Baptism – Eph. 4:5  

      One Sealing – Eph. 4:30   

 

}       Once Forever 
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      Be Filled every day! 

 

 ILL. The Contrast/Drunkenness/Filled 

 

   *Worldly Walk:  To be drunk, fools make themselves  

    utterly incapable of Wisdom, Understanding, or Sound  

    Judgement. 

 

 

 ILL. Man in California who tied old weather balloons filled  

     with helium to a lawn chase lounge.  Traveled at 2000  

     feet and drifted into the control air space of landing  

     aircraft.  He was finally rescued by the Coast Guard.   

     Worldly wine will make you do stupid things. 

 

 

 

 T.S.  Do you believe it to be shameful and sinful to be  

     drunk? 

 

    Do you believe it to be shameful and sinful for us not to  

    be filled with the Spirit? 

 

    Carnal Christians living in the flesh have deeply hurt  

    the Body of Christ. 

 

 

 ILL. Filled:  Word used for the wind filling the sail of a  

    ship.  The Christian’s life is to be powered by the Holy  

    Spirit.  The Spirit is to take over our life and give us  

    wisdom, understanding and sound judgement. 

 

II. THE SPIRIT FILLED LIFE IS A COMMITTED LIFE 

 

  What is going to happen when my life is spirit filled? 

 

  Question:  Do you want to be Spirit filled to use God?  

   (OR) 

 

  Do you want to be Spirit filled so God can use you? 
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 T.S.  There is a difference in the feeling of the Spirit and the  

     filling of the Spirit. 

 

    *Filling of the Spirit will change the way you live life. 

 

     1. Your walk will change:  Eph. 5:2 

       “And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave  

                Himself up for us.” 

 

     2. Your worship will change:  Eph. 5:19 

       “Addressing one another in psalms and hymns and  

        spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the 

                  Lord with your heart.”  

         

 

 ILL.. Dr. B. B. McKenney:  If the Spirit is in your heart, you  

     will sing.  If not, your face will look like you’re in Sing  

     Sing not worship. 

 

 

    Remember, you don’t have to audition to sing in God’s  

    choir.  God listens to your heart not your voice. 

 

 

     3. Your life will be one of thankfulness:  Eph. 5:20 

       “Giving thanks always and for everything to God…” 

 

 

     4. Your witness will change:  Eph. 5:21 

       “Submitting to one another out of reverence for 

                 Christ.” 

 

       You will be able to esteem others better than  

       yourself. 

 

 

III. THE SPIRIT FILLED LIFE IS A CONTROLLED LIFE 
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   There is something magnetic about a Spirit filled  

   Christian. 

 

 ILL…Glove: Don’t just sit there, do something. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

DO YOU WANT TO BE FILLED? 

 

                             HOW CAN I BE FILLED? 

 

 

 

  

 


