
Revelation 19:6-10  

From Rags to Riches: The Story of Us  

I just experienced one of the most memorable moments of my life with my family. Katie, Adalee, 

Titus, and I just got back from Walt Disney World! Needless to say I will never get over the look 

of awe and wonder in the eyes of my children (and more so Adalee than Titus because of age) 

as storybook characters and imagination came to life. There was one moment in particular that I 

wish to share with you. On the last night in the Magic Kingdom we stayed late for the fireworks. 

Titus was in the stroller, it was a good hour and a half past his bedtime, and Adalee was clingy 

and wanted to be held by Daddy. So, of course, I held her up on my shoulders during the 

duration of the fireworks. As the crowds were ewwing and awwing there was one lady just in 

front of us that captured the attention of Adalee. This lady was totally into the fireworks. Each 

time the moment was just right where the fireworks would light up the sky just as the music hit 

the highest note, she would erupt in uncontrollable laughter and clapping. She would do this to 

such a great degree that my Adalee finally caught on and started clapping and, of course, 

wanted me to clap right along with her. So, I did! Now I do not know the clapping lady but I do 

know my little girl. She was not just watching a fireworks show, she was experiencing a sense of 

like she had never experienced before and she was taking me right along with her.  

For weeks now we have been looking at what God says about marriage and have discovered 

that the lives that we live are meant to be lived to point towards a greater reality, a reality that 

we are told is Christ and His Church. I am afraid that too often we get caught up in the moment 

of our everyday lives and fail to realize the delicate gift each moment is. The fireworks of 

eternity are going off right in front of us and we miss it! Perhaps we have been going through 

the motions for too long, perhaps we have lost our sense of awe and wonder as well as the 

expectant hope of this life. Our lives are being upheld by the power of God and in each and 

every situation we have an opportunity for a melody of praise, and when two people join their 

lives together in holy matrimony the melody is out to words and when children come the singing 

begins, and then you add the family (the church) and you have a hallelujah chorus which is 

exactly what we see in our text today.  

READ TEXT 

Today, as we close the marriage series, I want us to look at the culmination of the greatest love 

story that has ever existed - Christ and His Church - the marriage supper between Christ and 

His Bride, the Church. We will learn these truths: 

1. History is Leading Up to The Marriage Supper of the Lamb  

• John is seeing a vision of things to come as Revelation 1:1-3 tell us: 

• The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show to his 

servants the things that must soon take place. He made it known by 

sending his angel to his servant John, who bore witness to the word of 

God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw. Blessed 



is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are 

those who hear, and who keep what is written in it, for the time is near. 

• All through the book John has been seeing things and communicating the 

future to us.  

Here, John’s audience is the same one mentioned already in 7:9-14 

• After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could 

number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, 

standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, 

with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud voice, 

“Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 

And all the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders 

and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne 

and worshiped God, saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and 

thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and 

ever! Amen.” 

• Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in 

white robes, and from where have they come?” I said to him, “Sir, you 

know.” And he said to me, “These are the ones coming out of the great 

tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them white in the 

blood of the Lamb. 

• The day of eager anticipation had finally come, look at verse 7 

• This story is told in the Old Testament as a day of longing and expectant 

hope. But none perhaps tell it so vividly as Hosea 

• Hosea was a prophet of God whom God told to go and marry a prostitute. 

So he did and they had children together. The name of the first son was 

Jezreel to point ahead to the day that God would bring judgment upon 

Israel in the Valley of Jezreel. The next child was a little girl and the little 

girl’s name would be Lo-rehama (No Mercy). Then a third after No Mercy 

had been weaned named Lo-ammi (Not My People).  

What a fantastic story, what a beautiful family! A family used by God to tell a greater 

story, to point to forever. The story is captured beautifully through Hosea to display 

the forever love of the Lord before His people. Gomer, Hosea’s prostitute wife can’t 

keep herself from prostituting herself around, she cannot be faithful to Hosea. Hosea 

even has to go and buy her for himself just to have her, but God commands him to 

show unrelenting pursuit and kindness to her in the same way that He would show  

His people - us. Listen to the way it is captured in Hosea 2:14-23 

• “Therefore, behold, I will allure her, 

• and bring her into the wilderness, 

• and speak tenderly to her. 

• And there I will give her vineyards 

• and make the Valley of Achor a door of hope. 

• And there she shall answer as in the days of her youth, • as at the time 

when she came out of the land of Egypt. 

• “And in that day, declares the LORD, you will call me ‘My Husband,’ and 

no longer will you call me ‘My Baal.’ For I will remove the names of the 

Baals from her mouth, and they shall be remembered by name no more. 



And I will make for them a covenant on that day with the beasts of the 

field, the birds of the heavens, and the creeping things of the ground. And 

I will abolish the bow, the sword, and war from the land, and I will make 

you lie down in safety. And I will betroth you to me forever. I will betroth 

you to me in righteousness and in justice, in steadfast love and in mercy. I 

will betroth you to me in faithfulness. And you shall know the LORD. 

• “And in that day I will answer, declares the LORD, 

• I will answer the heavens, 

• and they shall answer the earth, 

• and the earth shall answer the grain, the wine, and the oil, 

• and they shall answer Jezreel, 

• and I will sow her for myself in the land. 

• And I will have mercy on No Mercy, 

• and I will say to Not My People, ‘You are my people’; 

• and he shall say, ‘You are my God.’” 

• FINALLY! That day long anticipated in Hosea is coming to bear! 

• He is this one who has loved us and conquered for us and has conquered 

us with His love! He is the prominent one who is worthy of all worship and 

praise He is the one who: 

• Is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by him 

all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 

whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were 

created through him and for him. 

• And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. And he is 

the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from 

the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. For in him all the 

fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to 

himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the 

blood of his cross. 

And we love Him, and He loves us! 

Now it is true, this day is our day, but this day is His day! It is preeminently His day, and we are 

in Him and so therefore this is our day. You have to have this ordering right otherwise you will 

show up to the wrong party, which leads us to point 2: 

2. To Be There The Following Must Be True 

A. You Must Be Invited  

• Too often we focus on the how of the invitation while losing the absolute wonder of 

why. We are modern men and women who have an equation and theorem for 

everything but our feeble explanations for a thing should not make us depreciate the 

thing itself.  

• In Psychological Psychology I will never forget learning about neurons. Neurons are 

those little sparks in your head that tell you when to breathe, when to move, when to 

think. Our brain is composed of approximately 100 Billion of them. 100 Billion! Now we 

can look at that number and be foolish to think that we have a handle on it or simply 



look with awe and wonder to realize that this thing in our heads called brains work. We 

are not exactly sure how they work but we know they work and we know in certain 

ways that they work but how they work? Well we have 100 Billion neurons! Don't even 

get someone started on asking the question of why the brain works. 

• Don’t lose your wonder in the truth that God in His infinite wisdom one day met you 

with an invitation. I don't know why or even exactly how he did it but I just know that He 

did it. Don't get over the wonder of this!  

• You see, we were the ones that were alienated and hostile in mind (Col. 1:21). We are 

the ones who were deserving death, but instead have received not only a pardon but 

an invitation, an invitation to not only sit at the table of a king’s banquet but to be the 

one who when the whole of creation is adoring Him for His preeminent worth, He 

adores you. Surely his adoration of us is not in the same way. He does not worship 

you as you worship Him but He loves you, and in the way that He loves he commands 

us to love, in the demonstration of his love he commands us to demonstrate love. 

Listen to they way that Paul tells the story: 

• And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he has now 

reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and 

blameless and above reproach before him, if indeed you continue in the faith, stable 

and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard, which has been 

proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a minister. 

(Colossians 1:21-23 ESV)  

• Pay close attention to the last phrase in Colossians. It is the same phrase that is 

mentioned here in our text in verse 8 

B. You Must Be Properly Dressed  

• And what is the dress? Linen that has been washed in the precious blood of the Lamb!  

• Our garments that we offered were filthy and stained with sin, but he has taken them 

and made them white as snow. He has taken his own righteousness, his own 

obedience, his own life and given it to us. He has prepared us for the greatest day of 

our lives  

• Left to our own deeds none of us will deserve to be there, but with his righteousness - 

for Him to deny us it will mean that He denies himself!  

• I love the way the KJV reads: And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in 

fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints. 

• In other words, our righteousness IS His righteousness. There is no shame, no regret, 

only fine linen that is bright and pure and the forever satisfaction of an eternal God.  

• Our own garments won’t do. But the ones prepared for us they will do for all of eternity. 

Don’t lose your sense of anticipation, don't lose your sense of wonder. Don't be too easily 

pleased. God has an eternity prepared for you and me, an eternity prepared for all who love 

Him. Do you love Him? Will you take Him to be yours forever?  


