
Colossians 1:12-23 

Summoned Into God’s Presence 
 

 
 
When my little girl was born, my wife got tired of hearing our daughter looked like me. I recall her saying to 

me, “I carried her for 9 months, delivered her through many hours of excruciating labor, and you get all the 

credit!” Well, then Titus Andrew was born and this time people say to me, “He is the spitting image of you.” 

Now they say that Adalee is a little Katie so everything has balanced out. We now have one that looks like me 

and one that looks like her, so we wonder what our third gift from God is going to look like. But when people 

come to me and tell me that Titus is the spitting image of me I usually think to myself, oh boy I hope not. 

Usually people when they say this are referring to looks but it can mean so much more. In that way, I hope 

that Titus, and Adalee will be much better than me, will not be the spitting image of me. I see my struggles 

that no one else sees, I see my vulnerabilities and pray that my children in that way will not be the spitting 

image of their father. 

 
The language of image bearing is strong in the Bible and we learn that God has made humanity in his image 

and is forming his people, the Church, to bear the image of Christ. This is good because this image that we 

are being made into is nothing short of perfection. This is the Gospel that the perfect God is taking imperfect 

people like you and me whose lives have been wrecked by sin and is making us his treasure. 

 
The gospel is not just an announcement. Now that’s quite a statement! The gospel is quite an 

announcement of good news of God coming to save! The gospel is not just an announcement, but the 

gospel generates an assembly, forms a people. This assembly is not just any assembly but a particular 

assembly formed by Christ and generated by the Spirit. The church, the assembly that God chose to form, 

and grace, God’s free choice to save, are inextricably woven together. Apart from God’s gracious 

determination to be with his creation there would be no room for the community of saints known as the 

church. 

 
If we understand this truth, then we are removed from simply thinking of the church as something that we do, 

and properly grounds the church in who we are. We don't want to think in terms of individual effort, something 

that I do. We want to see God and learn to adore who he is and what he has done before we can even 

approach the question of what we do. And may I add that this may be the reason that some of our thoughts of 

church are so shallow - we have lost what it means to stand at the foot of the Cross and look with awe and 

wonder of the God who loved us enough to come seeking and saving us. Oswald Chambers said it so well so 

many years ago: We have become so self-centered that we go to God only for something from him, and not 

for God himself. Church is more than doing, church is a means of being, and it is who we are in him. The 

church are those who are summoned into God’s presence. 

 
Let’s read Colossians together today to see what great emphasis in placed upon God’s choice to bring us 

into fellowship with himself. As we do, I want to give us just two points from these verses as we skim the 

surface to learn about this God who has summoned us into His presence. 

 

 

READ TEXT 

 

1.  He Has Qualified Us To Be With Him (12-14) 

 
Think about this term, qualified. It sounds like a term of competition doesn't it? To qualify for something you 

automatically are standing on the outside. If you already qualified, you wouldn't need to qualify. So we learn 

first from this truth that whatever we are going to be qualified for before we even learn what we are going to 

be qualified for. What we are going to be qualified for is absolutely takes our breath away but more on that in 

a moment. 

 
The second thing that we learn is that we don't qualify, we are qualified. This is a clear indicator of grace. I 

remember being in 4H and being on the BB team. I am so thankful for the patience of my mother taking me 



each week during BB season to practice for our competitions. I was never too good, always missed the 

highest marks by just the slightest points, but so did everyone else so I never earned a trophy. But I did 

receive a trophy, once. We had a competition one Saturday where one of the top team’s shooters did not 

show up. After the match was over and the trophies were given, my cousin, who was in charge of the match, 

looked over at me and handed me the trophy. I said to him what is this for? He said, most improved. Now that 

is a real pitiful story I know but I think it tells the story here. I was not qualified but grace was extended to me. 

In this passage, the one who has qualified us is absolute perfection. 

 
Do you see why we can’t begin our discussion of church with us? When we begin with God we are 

confessing that He is the one who has taken the great initiative and invited us into fellowship with him. He 

invites us into communion with himself through grace! Communion with God is a complete reordering of 

where we once were. Look at the text in verses 13 and 14. We were in darkness until the light shone. 

 
Last week we learned that the church is the people of God formed by the will of God to bear the image of 

God. We are his people and this passage further shows us that we are his people by using language that is 

reminiscent of Exodus. Look at the word, inheritance. The people of 

Israel were promised a land but now, in Christ, that promise has not only been extended to people who 

were not his people (you and me), but also to include not just a particular land but every land! God our 

good Creator is remaking a people to qualify us to be the benefit of his inheritance. 

 
God is the Creator, we are his creatures. God is holy, we need resurrection. God is perfect, meaning that he 

lacks nothing and is complete in and of himself. It is from his perfection not for his perfection that he, by his 

own choosing, freely summons us to be with him? How? By salvation. How does he save? In Christ! 

 

 
2. Jesus is Our Qualification (15-23) 

 
Look at how quick Scripture gets to the description of Jesus. This should tell us something. Yes, he has 

qualified us. Yes, we are the ones that he has freely chosen to be with him. But, we are never the main point 

of the story, we are not the objects of our worship. Christ is the center of our worship, the centerpiece of our 

adoration. Jesus is our qualification. He has saved us. What is so surprising is not that we needed saving but 

that he would save us. Never lose sight of that. 

 
Salvation in Christ is the great reversal of separation from God as well as from each other. Look at the cosmic 

language in this Christ hymn. Creation; all things created through him and for him etc…. The point is to show 

that every part of creation needs saving. Not just you individually but everything. In the Garden of Eden what 

was lost was what established our communion with God - mainly our faith and dependence upon God. What 

is faith but humbly depending and trusting in every word of God? When man turned towards Himself instead 

of turning towards God, for the first time his sight was forever changed. Now, instead of seeing things through 

faith in God’s word, he sees things in his own perspective. Man becomes self aware and realizes that he is 

naked. When he becomes the object of his own thoughts he turns in on himself in shame. As quick as he sees 

himself separated from God he turns on himself and everyone around him.  

 

 

His wife, the bone of his bone and flesh of his flesh, is blamed, the serpent is blamed, and ultimately creature 

turns against Creator and God is blamed for man’s predicament. Man’s sin spreads into creation like a 

cancer, effecting everything - the ground now produces thorns and thistles. 

 
Isn't there something true about us as we read the pages of Genesis? Do we have any doubt that we are 

not equipped for saving ourselves? Most of us can’t even score a perfect bullseye with a BB gun much 

less be entrusted with our own eternity! This is what makes Jesus so glorious! We don't just get a stand in. 

He is not just some hero riding in on a white horse. The story is much better than that. God comes to 

save! 

 
 



O loving Wisdom of our God! When all 

was sin and shame, A second Adam to the 

fight And to the rescue came. 

John Henry Newman, The Dream of Gerontius 

 
Christ, the Eternal God becoming flesh is the irreversible and irreplicable act of utmost communion between 

God and man. When Jesus comes, he isn't just coming as a sin bearer but becoming the way by which 

communion between God and humanity is restored in its fullest sense. He does this in an ultimate sense by 

becoming flesh so that he can make peace by the blood of his own cross. 

 
Jesus coming in the flesh is the means by which he now with outstretched arms bids men to come unto him 

- all who are heavy labored find rest for their souls. Perfection comes to us! In His absolute perfection He 

moves towards us - we who were not good, we who were not God, we who were imperfect. He looks to us 

and calls us saying, “You will be my people and I will be your God”, and He accomplishes this by his own 

doing. As John Webster says, God moving towards us and moving us towards Himself is the grounding of 

the church (The Church and the Perfection of God in The Community of the Word, 88). Christ is our 

foundation. 

 
We are His people whom he has formed by himself and for himself; those who he bids come to him. His work 

of reconciliation has sent shockwaves from the cradle all the way to the Cross that has crumbled our hearts 

of stone making us ready to obey him, ready to long for him, ready to be perfect just as he is perfect. We are 

more than participating with Christ, as if it was us and then him. Rather, we are in Christ brought into 

fellowship with himself, this one who for our sake and our salvation became incarnate. “He became what we 

are to make us what He is.” (Athanasius, The Incarnation of the Word). 

 
Today this same Jesus, our One Lord Jesus Christ, is ready to receive all the weary, all the broken, who 

come to him. Hebrews 7, referring to the ascended Incarnate Christ says that, He is able to save to the 

uttermost those who draw near to God through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them. 
 

Do you need him today? Come to him, receive salvation, and receive him by faith. 


