
Romans 5:1-5  

A Guaranteed Hope  

Has anyone here ever been disappointed? What was it like for you? Disappointment was 

probably more if you had a great level of expectation? I want you to think through two questions 

with me: 1) Is it possible to be disappointed in Christ? and 2) Can you have high enough 

expectations as a Christian hoping in God?  

Think about those questions for just a moment. 1) Is it possible to be disappointed in Christ? 

The question did not say is it possible to be disappointed as a Christian. That type of question is 

pointless because it suggest that followers of Jesus don't have any struggles. Of course we can 

be disappointed in this life. That is not the question. The question placed before us today is it 

possible to be disappointed in Christ and 2) Can our expectations be too high for Christ to 

perform? In other words will we be disappointed?  

There are two Scriptures (besides the one that we are going to look at today) that answer that 

question. Ephesians 3:20-21 and 1 Corinthians 2:9-10.  

Ephesians 3:20-21 - Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we 

ask or think, according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and 

in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 

1 Corinthians 2:9 - What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man imagined, 

what God has prepared for those who love him - these things God has revealed to us 

through the Spirt. For the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God. 

We are people of God, people of the one who has put the longing of eternity and the hope of 

better in the heart of every man. We have this privileged position of knowing him and being here 

today to have his name proclaimed and worshipped. This God that we serve, his years have no 

end (mainly because they never had a beginning). This God has created us and is remaking us 

to be His people. Think about how he is doing this. He is doing this right in the midst of 

hopelessness. Of all people of the world, we get to live in hope, we get to live with certainty and 

with the greatest security. God has given us hope by demonstrating this hope to us in that while 

we were hopeless Christ came taking away our hopelessness and giving us hope. But I am 

getting ahead of myself. 

READ TEXT 

Today I want to give you 3 truths to tell you about the hope God offers those who by faith trust in 

him - A Guaranteed Hope  

1. There is no Dread, Only Hope (1-2) 

Notice how we begin Romans 5. We begin with a connecting word, therefore. Therefore takes 

us all the way back to Romans 3:23-26: …For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God 

and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom 

God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s 

righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. It was to 



show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of then who 

has faith in Jesus.  

This puts the whole discussion of chapter 5 in light of what Paul has been saying earlier in 

chapter 3. Justification, the act whereby God declares us righteous, comes as a result of the 

gracious work of Christ who took on sin for us and is received by faith (rest of Ch. 5). But look at 

the presupposition underlying this justification. We enter the Bible on its terms for us, and it tells 

a story that the creation is in rebellion against its Creator, all have sinned. Now thankfully this is 

not the whole story but this is part of the story. The Bible says that apart from divine intervention 

there is only one expectation: dread.  

The expectation that all who have sinned have apart from Christ is a fearful expectation of 

judgment. Jonathan Edwards’ most remembered sermon Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God 

(1741) articulates the position of those outside of Christ  

“The God that holds you over the Pit of Hell, much as one holds a Spider, or some 

loathsome insect, over the Fire, abhors you, and is dreadfully provoked; his Wrath 

towards you burns like Fire; he looks upon you as worthy of nothing else, but to be cast 

into the Fire; he is of purer Eyes than to bear to have you in his Sight; you are ten 

thousand Times so abominable in his Eyes as the most hateful venomous Serpent is in 

ours. You have offended him infinitely more than ever a stubborn Rebel did his Prince: 

and yet ‘tis nothing but his Hand that holds you from falling into the Fire every Moment: 

'Tis to be ascribed to nothing else, that you did not go to Hell the last Night; that you was 

suer’d to awake again in this World, after you closed your Eyes to sleep: and there is no 

other Reason to be given why you have not dropped into Hell since you arose in the 

Morning, but that God’s Hand has held you up: There is no other reason to be given why 

you han’t gone to Hell since you have sat here in the House of God, provoking his pure 

Eyes by your sinful wicked Manner of attending his solemn Worship: Yea, there is 

nothing else that is to be given as a Reason why you don’t this very Moment drop down 

into Hell.” 

Christ has taken away all enmity between him and us and instead of hostility and enmity there is 

now peace, but this peace came at great cost - the life of the Son of God. Now what awaits us, 

by his grace, is peace and salvation. The wrath of God has been poured out on Jesus in its full 

measure. He has taken our sins and sorrows and made them his very own. He took our sins 

and gave us peace! Man of sorrows what a name, for the Son of God, who came, ruined sinners 

to reclaim: Hallelujah, what a Savior!  

Not only has he taken away our sins but he has granted us access to his presence by faith!   

This does not mean that we are free from burden, but in our burdens we have peace. Look at 

the next portion of the text. Pay close attention to the way it s written, our rejoicing is in hope. 

This is our hope, a hope that Christ has, come to the far country, has brought to us and is 

bringing nearer and nearer to us with each breath we take. Until our hope is fully realized we are 

to prepare for difficulty, but even difficulty for the believer is different because in our sufferings 

we can rejoice.  



2. Difficulty Shapes Our Hope (3-4) 

Just because we are in right standing with God does not mean that we are right with the rest of 

the world. Because we are now justified with God we are told to be alert that we have an enemy 

who is roaring like a lion seeking whom he may devour. Jesus told us to expect trouble when he 

said Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 

against you falsely on my account. (Matthew 5:11)  

Why would we say that difficulty shapes our hope? The whole world wants to strive for what is 

seen. Christ tells us to hope not only in what we see, but what he has said, whether we see it or 

not knowing that though we don't see it now, one day our faith will be sight. Difficulty and 

suffering teaches us to trust in God and rely on him in a way that perhaps nothing else could. 

There is nothing more shaping in our life, more instructive in our life than trials. We then have to 

think of our difficulty in light of our confession of hope.  

The present difficulties that we face are preparing us for glory. Paul said it best when he said 

For I consider that the present sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the 

glory that is to be revealed to us. (Rom 8:18) Some could even say that glory comes through 

suffering. Suffering is hard and is not to be sought, but we know that as our outer man decays 

the inner man is being renewed day by day. Scripture says: 

So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being 

renewed day by day. For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal 

weight of glory beyond all comparison, as we look not to the things that are seen but to 

the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that 

are unseen are eternal. (2 Corinthians 4:16-18 ESV) 

Suffering teaches us to hope in God, to hope in the salvation that he is bringing. Look at the 

language of the text:  

- We are standing in Grace  

- Rejoicing in hope of the glory of God (Will produce suffering)  

- Rejoice in our sufferings 

- As we are suffering and rejoicing  

- Endurance  

- Character  

- Hope  

See the circle? All founded on grace!  

James said something similar when he tells believers to Count it all joy…when you meet trials of 

various kinds, for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness, and let 

steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. 

(James 1:2-4) How many of you want the latter part? How many of us want to take the road to 

get there? Here is the hope of the believer: Romans 8:28  

Luke 15:10 tells us that heaven rejoices over one sinner, but I tell you what I think also joys the 

heart of our great King? A saint who has endured till the end many hardships, many 

temptations, and through it all his hope has been in God. The saint who can say with Paul as he 



was facing suffering for the name of King Jesus, I have fought the good fight, I have finished the 

race, I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which 

the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that Day, and not only to me but also to all 

who have loved his appearing. (2 Timothy 4:7-8) 

The Christian faith is quite a journey, an impossible journey apart from the power and presence 

of God. Our third and final point this AM: 

3. Hope is More Than a Feeling (5)  

The guarantee of our hope is God himself - the Holy Spirit. Look at verse 5, look at the because. 

How do we know that our hope in God is not a misplaced hope? God’s love has been poured 

into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. The benefits of salvation are 

God’s very person poured into our hearts! What can be greater than this?  

Notice the way that the Scripture uses the language of pouring. Pouring speaks of abundance, 

the abundance that we have is God himself! We could not endure without the power of God that 

saves and sustains us.  

How has the Spirit been given? The Spirit was given by the one whom the Spirit came and 

rested upon - Jesus our King and Salvation. After the Resurrection, the Spirit comes bearing 

witness to the Son and how does He do this? By empowering our lives for holiness, by 

strengthening us to endure! This is the hope of the believer, as sure as there is a God in 

heaven!  

Often times people wonder if they are filled with the Spirit. How can you tell? One way from 

these verses: Are you hoping in God? Then you are filled with the Spirit.  

The Church is made up of people of hope, but not just any hope, Spirit-filled hope. Our hope 

rests in and is sustained by the very power that created life that made the stars burn bright in 

the sky by the very power that gives the greatest difficult circumstances overwhelming 

confidence and hope. Do you know Him today? Is your life filled with worry or hope? Hope in 

God. 


