
Ecclesiastes 3:1-15  

Helping Others See Eternity  

There is much changing in the Brown household. In reality, Katie and I have really known nothing but 

change ever since we have been together. We graduated college, got married, moved to another 

state, settled in at a new school and first apartment, moved within six months, started new jobs, had 

Adalee, moved to Oxford, had Titus, I am back in school, Katie is pregnant again! Things are 

changing and changing fast! But we wouldn’t have it any other way. Katie and I, hopefully like many 

of you here today, have a great outlook on life because we believe that God is making everything 

beautiful in its time. We believe that we are God’s children and that all through life we are seeing his 

purpose for us and for the rest of the world unfolding as God causes all things to work together for the 

good of those that love him and are called according to his purpose.  

But, there are so many who don't have this particular world view. As believers we understand that we 

are not our own but that we have not only been created according to the will of God but have been 

redeemed and bought with a price to glorify God with the life that he has given us. There is no greater 

purpose than to know God, and followers of God get not only to know this but to live this. When we 

look at many in our world today we see them seizing the day because “you only live once.” Our task 

as followers of Jesus Christ are to encourage the rest of the world to see beyond themselves, to see 

eternity and to stand in awe of the God of all. 

READ TEXT  

Today I want us to think about our purpose, those of us who know eternity, our purpose in this world 

to encourage others to see eternity. To do so, I want us to learn 3 truths from this magnificent text: 

 

1. Time Is A Gift of God (1-8)  

There is one thing that each person experiences no matter where they live or when they live - time. 

Time is one of the things that it means to be human. Each life is filled with time. God has created time 

for us not for himself. God does not need time but we need time in order to know him. That is the 

reason for time, the reason for creation - that we may know God. Time is filled with opportunity to 

know Him. 



Every person shares the experience of time and is confronted in time with someone that is above 

time. Time is presented in this poem as ebbing and flowing and is almost pictured as waves crashing 

against a shoreline. The poem forces us to see our insignificance in light of the majesty of God. We 

are left with a view of time that says that nothing that we can pursue here is permanent. Only those of 

us who are pursuing God are pursuing permanence. We needn’t fear time. We know that time is not 

meant to smother, but instead is meant for us to enjoy the goodness of God for all of time. 

 

2. Man is Desperately Trying to Find Meaning (9-13) Time spent apart form God is called toil. In time 

we are confronted with the limits of human existence. Do you see how important it then is for man to 

recognize that he is a creature? Apart from God, life is meaningless. Life is more than what we make 

of it because what we make of it has limits and has no sure base. This is the reason for much of our 

toiling today in our world. Many have chosen to loose their mooring from the anchor of God and are 

drifting in a limited sea of their own selves. It is only in God that meaning is found and if we absolve 

him from our pursuits then everything is adrift, and there is no sure guide on how to live. If the only 

thing that matters is all that we see and all that we feel, then hope and promise are drowned in our 

own pursuits of whatever we think is right.  

Deep down you know better. Why? Because every one is made in the image of God and is thereby 

capable of relating with him. The toil that many face in this life, the striving, is all on account of 

alienation from God. But there is a remedy, and we as those who believe, we who have seen the 

hand behind the times, have the privilege and responsibility of helping others see and believe what 

we believe.  

You see: 

3. God’s Purposes Endure Forever (14-15)  

This gives us great hope. Because there is a forever there is direction, and right and wrong, but even 

more than that there is meaning and hope. We have this knowledge so that we can have an anchor 

for our souls. God is the stabilizer in the midst of what seems like a chaotic sea. When we have a 

glimpse of the eternal purpose of God we get to see that all of time is being used by him (in some 

mysterious way) to weave a tapestry. He is taking history and telling his story and in the telling of this 

story he has graciously involved us.  

This passage hits all of humanity where we are and tries to give us meaning in the midst of what 

could be surmised as purposelessness. The Bible has language that deals with those who can’t see 

eternity - lost. What a powerful image. But the opposite of lost is true for we who have seen eternity - 

found. I want to take the rest of our time together, with Ecclesiastes in the backdrop and talk to you a 



little bit about how we get this message to the rest of the world. This is the real reason that we are 

gathered in this public arena today. We are gathered here purposefully so that we can think through 

how to engage our culture with the message of eternity.  

But how do we engage culture? 

Popular culture has 4 levels (summarized by Grenz, adopted from Geist and Nachbar’s The Popular 

Culture Reader in Exploring Ecclesiology, 114)  

- “The beliefs, values, superstitions and movements of thoughts shared by a large percentage of 

the population, which comes to expression 

- In artifacts and images of people  

- In the arts  

- In the rituals or events that garner a wide following.” 

All of this expressions are expressions of longings as people, in time, are searching for meaning and 

purpose. Culture is the collective answer of a people who have asked, who am I? And, what on earth 

am I here for? Culture is not evil. Culture may be misguided or there may be some evil in culture but 

culture is unavoidable. Because each person is made in the image of God and thereby capable of a 

relationship with him what is needed in culture is a radical renewal and reordering, and grounding to 

these questions. The ground that we offer the culture is to ground meaning in God, to ground time in 

timelessness.  

Culture is full of desperation as people try to make sense of the world and often they try to make 

sense of the world outside of God which is nonsense. What culture needs is a salvation that Christ 

has brought and that Christ is bringing. But until he definitively brings salvation to all the cultures of 

the world by his soon coming he has left us, the church, to be salt and light, to bear witness of the 

brightest day that has already begun to dawn.  

Now let’s be honest, because culture is a shared value system of desperate people trying to find 

answers, there are certain aspects of culture that must be completely rejected all together. Christians 

cannot take a neutral position in regards to culture. There are certain symbols and shared values that 

are so antithetical to Christianity that there is no redeemable way for us to use these symbols and 

shared to share Christ to a culture. 



This does not mean that we as Christians are to be “anticulture”, instead we are to be critical of 

culture. This is true even as we adopt signs and symbols in our church services. We have to make 

sure that we are transcending our culture while at the same time being relatable. This is a delicate 

balance to which there is not an easy solution so it requires constant reflection. When we engage 

culture our purpose is always to encourage worship. The how we engage is always in question and 

ultimately will depend upon where we are and the shared values that our culture has. 

Take Hudson Taylor for example. Hudson Taylor was a pioneer missionary to China - today one of 

the fastest growing section of the Church. Taylor, an Englishman, found it hard to have a hearing with 

the Chinese apart from suspicion because of the way that he dressed. So, he adopted what he could 

of the Chinese culture. Taylor dropped his Western wear and started wearing traditional Chinese 

clothing and shaved his head but grew a ponytail. Many of his contemporaries were upset and 

thought that he had caved into culture when in reality he was becoming all things to all people so that 

in some ways he may reach some.  

If we are going to do well to fulfill the Great Commission then we will do our best to have a robust 

understanding of the gospel. When we do this we won’t be “making  

Christianity strange” we will “keep Christianity strange.” I remember a conversation that Russell 

Moore, ERLC President, relates as he is having a conversation with a lesbian atheist about Christians 

and our belief that sexual relations are expressed in heterosexual, monogamous, marriage. The 

atheist say to Moore, do you hear how strange that sound to normal America and to me? Moore 

replied, “Yes I do. It sounds strange to me too. But what you should know is, we believe even 

stranger things than that. We believe that a previously dead man is going to show up in the sky, on a 

horse.” (Onward, 10) The gospel is the ultimate counter cultural message.  

We confess, But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born 

under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 

(Galatians 4:4-5 ESV) The basis for our engagement with culture is our God has created time, 

upholds time, and then entered time in order to sum up all time in himself! Remember, 

He left His Father’s throne above, 

So free, so infinite His grace; Emptied Himself of all but love, 

And bled for Adam’s helpless race: ’Tis mercy all, immense and 

free; For, O my God, it found out me. ’Tis mercy all, immense and 

free; For, O my God, it found out me. 

When we gather as a worshipping community we are bearing witness to the gospel in the midst of a 

world whose system is coming to a close. So, as we are simply being who we are by bearing witness, 



we are communicating and expressing these invisible realities by our visual signs. Think about it, we 

gather from a culture that values the moment to confess that we value forever.  

We sing, we pray, we preach, we baptize, and we come to the Lord’s Table. All of these things that 

we do are to engage and communicate eternity to ourselves and to our culture. 

As we worship our endeavor is not so much about a search for meaning or an experience but an 

acknowledgement that purpose, life, and salvation, are found in redemption through Christ alone. We 

serve our culture best by reminding them of eternity. As one said, “By remaining faithful to its original 

commission, by serving its people with love, especially the poor, the lonely, and the dispossessed, 

and by not surrendering its doctrinal steadfastness, sometimes even in the very contradiction of 

culture by which it serves as a sign, surely the Church serves the culture best.” (Walker Perry in 

Onward)  

Oxford it is our time. The Lord has saved us not to sit and soak, not to watch the world burn, but to 

speak light in the midst of darkness, to let our light shine before men, to exclaim to every sin sick soul 

there is a remedy, and his name is Jesus Christ. It is time for us to judge success not by our comforts 

of financial stability or growth but by making disciples. And if we are not making disciples then we 

dare not be comfortable no matter how financially secure we are or dynamic our growth.  

The Bible says, The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people 

everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness 

by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the 

dead.” 

(Acts 17:30-31 ESV) ` 

Some will mock us, but some will believe. Either way we share because today is the day of salvation. 


