
1 Timothy 3:14-16  
The Excitement of Easter  

How can something so significant become so boring and mundane? I will never forget 
the time that we took our children home from the hospital. As we are waiting the months 
for baby to arrive, Katie goes through the nesting phase, the phase where nothing is like 
she wants it. The furniture is rearranged two or three times, the walls are painted in the 
nursery, the pictures are in place just like she likes, I mean we, like them. Then the 
baby comes and we get to come home and lay that precious baby in their bed for the 
first night, and all night you are praying for the little one to keep alive, and be alright. 
Then the next day comes and it is your first day at home with a new baby, everything 
changes and nothing will ever be the same. But sooner or later you forget what it was 
like before children. Sooner or later you take it for granted that the children will sleep all 
night.  

Sooner or later you find yourself in a rhythm and forget the song that you are singing is 
the greatest song ever written.  

Something as significant as a new life in the world, if we are not careful can be reduced 
to something mundane.  

I am so glad that you are here because on a day like today, Easter Sunday, we get to 
remind ourselves to not get stuck in a rut. On this day we remind ourselves that Christ 
has risen from the dead. What does that mean?  

Christ rising from the dead means that hope is alive. Christ rising from the dead means 
that death is dead and life has won.  
Christ rising from the dead means the sword of sorrow has been seriously blunted.  
Christ rising from the dead means that the former things are passing away and new is 
coming.  
Christ rising from the dead means there is forgiveness.  
Christ rising from the dead means that we are made new!  

What is Easter about? Don't let something so significant as the celebration of life and 
eternity become boring. Often times I am afraid that we forget that what happened that 
Easter morning when the Crucified Lord became the Risen  



Lord, is more than just an isolated event. What happened that Easter was not some 
isolated event. When Christ walked out of the grave he promised and guaranteed life for 
all who trust in him. 

I wonder if you trust in him. 

Christ came on a mission from God to take a world that has been broken, a world filled 
with brokenness and put it back together again. The way that he chose to fix the world 
was not at a distance, but by his coming into brokenness so that he could be broken he 
fixed the world. This is the message of the prophet, All we like sheep had gone astray, 
each had turned to his own way and the LORD has laid upon him the iniquity of us all. It 
was through his stripes that healing came.  

This is our message to the world. The message of Easter, that Christ has come to form 
a new world, a world that will be filled with a community of confessors. For those of us 
who love Jesus this morning, our lives are a living testimony of the resurrection of 
Jesus. Everything that we do as his witnesses show the world that we believe there was 
a man who was sent from God who came to heal brokenness. A man sent from God 
who came to love, heal, and forgive. I wonder how we are doing, I wonder if we are 
telling the story the way that God would have us to tell the story? Are you living the life 
that Christ has secured for you with excitement, or has something so significant become 
boring? 

I want us to take our Bibles and turn to a familiar passage of Scripture that tells us what 
Easter is all about. Turn to 1 Timothy. Let me tell you a little about 1 Timothy as you are 
turning over there. 1 Timothy was a letter written by the Apostle Paul. Paul was a man 
who physically saw the resurrected and ascended Lord. Jesus appeared to him and 
sent him on a mission to spread the word that death has been defeated because Jesus 
is alive! As he is telling people communities are formed. These communities are filled 
with people who agree with this message of the resurrected Christ. These communities 
are called churches. There was one church that had a pretty famous pastor named 
Timothy. Paul writes to Timothy to tell him what Christ walking out of the grave from 
death means for  
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday, everyday! 

Let’s look at chapter 3 verses 14-16.  



READ TEXT  

Today I want to give you three reasons why Easter is exciting: 

1. A Risen Christ Means Looking Forward To a Glorious Future  

Look at what Paul said in verse 14. Don’t miss this. Paul says that he is hoping to come 
soon to Timothy. Let me ask you a question. When is the last time that you were looking 
forward to coming to church? I am truly asking. Because I want you to consider what 
Easter is all about. When is the last time that you woke up looking forward to prayer? 
When is the last time that you were looking forward to reading your Bible or telling 
someone about Jesus? If our society has taught us anything it is how to look forward to 
something. From movies to new technology, we are always looking forward to 
something. If its not college football its the Super Bowl, then its March Madness, then 
the Masters, then Baseball, then football.  

We know how to look forward to things with excitement, but Christ coming out of the 
cold grip of death alive? We would long for the things of God more if we truly 
understood the things of God. If we could just sink our teeth into the truth of what we 
have come to celebrate today - Jesus has overcome and the grave is overwhelmed! 
The sting of death has been taken away for forever.  

For so many of us, the story of the empty tomb is just that, a story. It is Jesus' story not 
out story. This is the reason that Easter is not exciting, we aren't a part of it. But Easter 
is so much more than a story about a guy who lived. Listen, Easer is a story about a 
guy who lives. And, because he lives, he gives us a future and a hope.  

Number 2 this AM:  

2. A Risen Christ Means Hope is Alive  

Christ is our only hope. Without Christ there is no hope. Without Christ, without the 
living Christ who is seated at the right hand of the Father who will soon come again, 
there is really no reason for any hope. There are some people who try to live that way, 
they are called nihilists. You may have a neighbor who is a nihilist and they not even 
know it. A nihilist is someone who is an extreme skeptic, so much so that they believe 
that life is meaningless. If life is meaningless then what prevents anyone from doing 



anything. It was nihilism that led Hitler’s Third Reich to justify the slaughtering of over 6 
million Jews.1 We don't want just anyone doing anything. We want the right ones doing 
the right thing.  

There is one event in history that gives meaning to every other thing - the resurrection 
of Christ from the grave. But, if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain 
and your faith is in vain. We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we 
testified about God that he raised Christ, whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead 
are not raised. For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised. And if 
Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. Then those 
also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. If in Christ we have hope in this life 
only, we are of all people most to be pitied. (1 Corinthians 15:14-19, ESV) 
 
Paul was serious when he said what he said in 1 Corinthians. If this is all just a sham 
then as he says later in that same passage, we might as well just live it up for tomorrow 
we are no more! But if what we say is true then it means that life is not meaningless. If 
this is true then it means we were made for more than the mundane. If this is true then it 
means that God has a purpose for you. What is his purpose? Look at the beginning of 
the poem in verse 16.  
 
Based upon the resurrection, which is the event that the Church has always confessed 
as true (this is why he uses this language of the Church as the pillar and buttress of the 
truth), God intends for us to have fellowship with him. Look at the language in the text. 
How one ought to behave in the household of God… Church of the living God… Great 
is the mystery of godliness…. All these terms mean that the reason that Christ has 
come was to take you and me who were far from him and bring us close to himself! He, 
through the sending of the Son has brought us into eternal fellowship with himself.  

The hope that we have today is that one day we will see God. WE WILL SEE GOD! 
Great is the mystery of godliness… He…. Godliness always begins with Him. He has 
come to us so that we could go to him. Look at the text: 

                              
1 I am adapting this thought from: http://rzim.org/just-a-thought-broadcasts/the-ultimateexample-
of-nihilism/ 



Manifested in the flesh - speaks of his Incarnation. His becoming what we are to 
make us what he is. His becoming Sin to make us the righteousness of God. 

 
Vindicated in the Spirit, Seen by angels - Raised back to life. Thus securing our 

salvation for forever.  

He has done all this for you and your salvation. Get excited about it! 

3. A Risen Christ Changes Everything 

Notice a change in the direction of the poem. Proclaimed among the nations. It is still 
about him but there is a connection now between what Christ has done and what we 
do. Here is where it gets exciting. What he does effects everything that we do! This is 
not safe. Truly embracing the resurrection will change everything. You will walk 
different, talk different, act different, spend different (time and money). All because you 
believe that Jesus is alive!  

The resurrection of Jesus Christ touches every part of your life. What he has done 
effects everything that we do. This is not some simple religion checklist, this is a new 
life in Christ.  

Many want to put Easter on a calendar and celebrate it once a year. Many, and don't be 
this person, want to celebrate Easter like those office Birthday parties that you have for 
everyone of the month. All the August birthdays lets celebrate! How exciting. I guess its 
better than nothing, but what if the boss of the company that you work for on your 
birthday gave you an all expense paid vacation to anywhere that you wanted to go. 
What would you rather have, monthly birthday celebration with everyone, or the boss 
come to you personally and give you something that you really don't deserve but he 
gives you because he cares for you? This is the message of the Risen Tomb! Jesus 
has risen for you. He has risen so that you can have a relationship with God!  

This is why we who know him can’t be silent about him. This is why he is proclaimed 
among the nations and believed on in the world. We who know him live an Easter 
everyday! We live celebrating that our sins are forgiven, Jesus is alive!  

Easter is exciting and we have saved the best news for last. Look at the last few words 
of our verse. Taken up in glory. After Jesus appeared to over 500 witnesses alive, he 



was taken up to glory. Right before he left he told those following him that they were his 
witnesses who would receive power to tell the whole world that Jesus is alive.  
The Bible says:  

And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a 
cloud took him out of their sight. And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, 
behold, two men stood by them in white robes, and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you 
stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will 
come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” (Acts 1:9-11, ESV) 

Easter is exciting because it means that Jesus is coming again! And if we are still 
talking about the first time that he came, just imagine how long we are going to talk 
about the next time that he comes. I think we sang about it don't we? Come on, stand 
lets sing it together:  

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 
Bright shining as the sun, 
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than when we’d first begun. 

When did you first begin to sing amazing grace? When did you first believe that Jesus is 
alive?  

Are you singing it like you should, everyday? Maybe today you will start singing his 
praise for the first time, maybe today you will sing it fresh and new like never before - 
Jesus is alive!  


