
Luke 21:34-38  
A Heart Ready for Jesus  

Today, though the events of the passion have occurred nearly 2,000 years ago, we are 
brimming with hope. Are you full of hope tonight? If not, I am so glad that you are here 
to celebrate with us this week because its in this week, nearly 2000 years ago, that we 
learned how to hope. Jesus is alive. And if that wasn’t enough news to hold us over it 
gets even better. Jesus, the one who was crucified many years ago, the one who was 
buried for a short time thereafter, the one who rose again from the dead, is this same 
one who is coming again to judge the living and the dead. The hope that we have in 
Jesus is not only a past hope, not just a present hope, not just a future hope. The hope 
that we have in Jesus is all three. In Jesus we have an eternal hope.  

Jesus came to give us hope, to be our hope, and all his life he is teaching us hope.  
Tonight I want us to look at the end of one of the most precious and precarious pieces 
of Scripture - the Olivet Discourse. The Olivet Discourse is where Jesus teaches on the 
End Times. 

Wars, persecutions, Destruction of the Temple and Jerusalem.  

We have a way to wade through the difficult and the way is by understanding why Jesus 
tells us what he tells us by focusing tonight on the last part of chapter 21.  

READ TEXT  

Tonight I want to give you 3 truths about your heart. 3 Truths to have your heart ready 
for Jesus. 

1. God Cares About Your Heart  

What do we mean when we say heart? Are we talking about that muscle about as big as 
your fist left to center of your chest? When God commands us to love him with all of our 
hearts what is he talking about? When God speaks about our hearts he is always 
talking about the center of all that we are. There are many things that you can live 
without but nothing else in your body will work unless you have a heart!  



When God calls attention to our hearts he is talking about all of our affections. A phrase 
that I say to Katie often is, “Honey, I love you with all my heart.” Saying, “Honey, I love 
you with all my brain” just doesn't have the same kind of effect. This tells us something. 
God is not after just one part of you, God is after every part of you.  

At the end of this famous discourse Jesus has a word of practical application. And 
where does Jesus apply the sermon? Our hearts. Remember this, Christ has come to 
make us new and the way that Christ makes us new is by reforming our heart. The hope 
of the Old Testament is the day when we will have a new heart. Because our old heart 
is dead. Our hearts were, literally, intended to beat to the rhythm of the presence of 
God, but we have gotten out of rhythm and have sought after so many other things. The 
problem with so many of your friends, the problem with so many of my friends, the 
problem with the world, and maybe someone here tonight, is not an intellectual problem. 
The problem is a heart problem. Your affections have been turned and twisted towards 
things that were never intended to have your affections. Our world is full of people who 
are misguided in their affections. 

Our hearts are bent to not do his will. The Bible says, The heart is deceitful (Hebrew: 
Full of twists and turns, crooked like a dangerous road) above all things, and 

desperately sick; who can understand it? (Jeremiah 17:9, ESV) We need someone to 
come and turn our affections and Christ has come to turn our affections.  

Don’t lost your place in the story. Christ is headed to the Cross to take upon himself the 
sins of the world, the sins of you and me, headed to his death to die a death that should 
have been ours, headed to be laid in a tomb that should have been ours for all eternity, 
headed to a resurrection from death to secure a life for all that trust in him. Christ has 
come to reform humanity - to take our cold stony hearts that are bent towards evil to 
give us a new heart that beats to the rhythm of his presence. Christ has come to give us 
a new life of fellowship with God. On the way to the cross he gives us a hope that looks 
beyond but never over the Cross - beyond but never over the Cross. The Cross is God’s 
way to ensure that we will apply what he says here in these verses.  

God Cares About Your Heart. He wants all of you and wont stop until he has all of your 
heart.  



2. Guard Your Heart Carefully  

Our entire lives are to be spent receiving his reforming us to his will. My Dad had both 
knees replaced. His knee works better than it did before, but he had to go through a 
time of therapy to learn how to use his new knee. In the same way our lives are to be 
spent learning the rhythm of our new heart. Sometimes the commands of the Lord 
cause us discomfort but we know what life was like before Jesus and once you have life 
with Jesus nothing else will do, so you do all you can do to live for Jesus. 

This is why Jesus gives us these warnings. There are real dangers for us, dangers for 
Christians that are only avoided by disciplining ourselves. Those that don’t delight in 
disciple are not true disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ. A disciples is a learner. How long 
till we learn? Until he comes or calls us home!  

The motivation for us living the way that we live is the reality of his coming. Jesus is 
coming! Are you ready? How do you know? Jesus tells is the way to know if we are 
ready. He calls us to test our hearts. Look at the text. A heart that is weighed down is a 
heart that is not ready. Here the Bible mentions drunkenness. Drunkenness is always a 
picture of a person who is seeking his own pleasures. This is why the Bible tells us that 
we are not to be filled with wine but be filled with the Holy Spirit. The antithesis of self 
filling is God-filling and Jesus has come to teach us the difference between the two.  

How can you guard your heart to ensure that you are seeking the Lord’s coming? The 
Lord tells us. The first thing he tells us is to watch ourselves. Then he says stay awake. 
Watch ourselves, stay awake in what way? Pray!  

Prayer is a point of emphasis in the life and ministry of Jesus. Prayer is the only thing 
that the disciples ask Jesus to teach them. They don’t ask for preaching, for discipling, 
for witnessing, for how to read the Bible, they ask him to teach them to pray. Why? 
Because when we learn to pray all the other things follow. Remember what Jesus said? 
Seek first the kingdom and his righteousness and all these things will be added unto 
you. Prayer is our way of seeking his kingdom first, and all these things follow. We will 
only be as effective as our praying. That is a startling truth. The other end of that truth is 
that we will be ineffective if we don't pray! Look at the early church in Acts. Initiating and 
undergirding all their activities there is some group praying!  

Why would we not want to pray? Jesus says here that prayer is our way of escape from 
the evils of the age. Jesus says that prayer is our way of strength. When we bow before 



the Lord in prayer we are assured that we will be able to stand on that day before the 
Son of Man and not be like those that shrink at his coming.  

The way. The way to guard your heart is to pray! To spend time alone with God. To 
have a heart that desires him always. A heart that desires him always will not be a heart 
that stays in a closet, God isn't calling us to be monks, but he is calling us to pray. 
Spurgeon used to say that he would pray each time he dipped his quiver in ink to pen 
his sermons. This captures what our Lord is calling us to. The Lord is calling us to be 
consumed with his coming Kingdom in such a way that our hearts, our heads, our 
hands, everything that we are is ready for him. 

Listen to me. The reason that we need to guard our heart carefully is because we are 
right now between two worlds. Right now we are between a world that is coming and a 
world that is passing away. There are fierce fights for your affections. Jesus has come 
to be our affection and in his coming he warns us to keep a watch on ourselves. Why? 
One day the reality that we see and know so well will pass like a vapor and the sun will 
rise on a day that Jesus brings. This day that he brings in the words of Cyprian, is the 
“reward of life, the joy of eternal salvation, the perpetual happiness and the possessions 
of paradise one lost that are now coming as the world passes away.”  

3. Hearts That Burn for Jesus Are Hearts That Will Last Forever  

The truth is that your heart, my heart, can wander. For some reason, as a believer still 
being made into the image of Christ I cant understand it myself. Our hearts go after 
other things. When that moment comes we have the command of our Lord to call us 
back.  

There are so many dangers and the most pressing danger is the danger of everyday. 
Look at what Jesus warned us against. Look at what he says. Weighed down by the 

cares of this life. Jesus told a parable about soil back in Luke 8. Some of those seeds 
that the sower sowed fell among the thorns which are the cares of this life, and the 
cares of this life choked out the life of the seed.  

Jesus just got through warning us about a fig tree in 21:29. Like the fig tree, there may 
be some of you tonight that are trying to cover your unfruitfulness with leaves. Adam 
and Eve tried to cover themselves with fig leaves if you remember. But if we were to get 



closer we would see that your heart is not consumed with the coming King, you are too 
busy wrapped up in the everyday and forget about THAT day. Hear the Lord tonight, 
hear him calling you back. Jesus is coming soon!  

Listen, I don't know what is going to happen tomorrow, but I know what might. And if it 
doesn't happen tomorrow it may happen the next day. And if it doesn’t happen the next 
day, I know if will happen, because the Lord said it was going to happen, and heaven 
and earth will pass away but his word will remain forever.  

I want to have a heart ready for Jesus, I want to be so consumed and motivated by his 

coming that every affection of my life is preparing for his coming. I am ready, are you?  

The Lord says something else about your heart. Romans 10:9-11 

Because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart 
that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes 
and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. For the Scripture says, 
“Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.”… 

For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” (ESV) 


