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1 Corinthians 2:1-5 

Expectations for a Cross-Centered Ministry  

 

 

I want to talk to you today about expectations, specifically the expectations that we have as people of the Cross. 

The Cross of Christ is the most incredible and history shaping event in the universe. That one event six hours 

one Friday was started from eternity and will have ramifications for eternity. Eternity hinges on the Cross. God, 

in his infinite wisdom, has chosen to make himself known to us by the Son on a Cross for the salvation of the 

world. Nothing is more foolish, nothing is more scandalous, and nothing is more to be desired than the Cross of 

Christ. In the Cross, God has reshaped our warped view of reality with a true view of reality, that is why we call 

the Son the revelation of the Father. It is through the Son that we know God and the only way to know the Son 

is to know him as a crucified and risen Savior. Jesus changes everything. 

 

There are some who deal with expectation like this: “Expectation is the root to all heartache.” Or, “No 

expectations, no disappointments.” I understand the idea behind such sayings, but living a life without 

expectations is to go through life numb and meaningless. There could not be a world without expectations 

because at the heart of expectation is desire, and there is no life without desire.  

 

Expectations are inevitable. Our task, as people of the Cross is to conform our expectations with reality. And, 

remember, we know reality because of the Cross. We don’t know a distorted reality, or a reality that we 

dreamed up, we know reality as it is – God on a Cross, crucified at the hands of sinful humanity, for sinful 

humanity. As Christians, we have a way that we express our desires, and we are doing so right now – gathering 

from the world as a congregation of saved, Spirit-filled, people of expectation who are longing, because of 

Jesus, salvation to come to the ends of the earth. Did you know this is what you are doing as we gather for 

church? You are expressing your desires to be in the presence of God for eternity. I wonder if this is your 

expectation. Do you desire to come to church and experience the power of God?  

 

According to this passage, there are three displays of the power of God: The Cross, The Congregation, and the 

Clergy (or the preachers). The last two exist because of the power of the Cross. For our purposes today, I want 

us to hone in on the preacher. Oxford is in this particular place of evaluation. I was having breakfast with a 

friend the other day and he asked me, what is Oxford going to remember about Andy? At my ordination, Dr. 

Stanley said, “Andrew, when you leave a church, you leave it better than you found it, and leave traces that 

people will be able to look back and say, Andy was here.” In the upcoming days there will inevitably be these 

types of conversations as the deacons meet, as the personnel team meets, as the search team meets, and as you 

just talk amongst yourselves. These types of conversations would not be possible without expectation.  

 

What do people expect when they think of ministry, what do people think when they think of the one who leads 

the ministry of the Church – the preacher? Hopefully your expectations are shaped by and centered on the Cross 

of Christ. Hopefully your expectation are 1 Corinthians 2:1-5.  

 

READ TEXT  

 

We have to deal with the sober reality right away. The qualities in this list are probably not going to show up in 

the list of the top qualities that a church is looking for in a pastor. The guy described here probably wouldn’t get 

hired in most churches. But for those who take God’s Word seriously, God says he will turn his face towards us 

(Isaiah 66:2), and bless.  

 

When I was thinking about this message I couldn’t help but think of what Jesus said about John the Baptist in 

Matthew 11. The context is beautiful and fits perfectly with what Paul is saying to the Corinthian church that is 



struggling because they have lost their focus on the Cross. In Matthew 11 John is in prison. John sends a 

message to Jesus asking whether he is the Christ or should we expect another. Jesus tells him the same thing 

that Paul is telling the Corinthians, look at the results. Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear 

and see: the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are 

raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them.” Jesus then ads this: “And blessed is the one who is 

not offended by me.” (Matthew 11:4–6). But it is what Jesus says next that grabs our attention: 

 

 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you  go out into the 

wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out  to see? A man dressed in soft 

clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings'  houses. What then did you go out to see? A 

prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a  prophet. This is he of whom it is written, 

  

 “‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 

  who will prepare your way before you.’ 

  

 Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than  John the 

Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.  (Matthew 11:7–11) 

 

If there were anyone who knew about expectations it was Jesus. But thanks be to God that he came to change 

the paradigm of expectation. If he would have constrained himself to our warped expectations he would have 

never accomplished redemption! John wouldn’t have baptized Jesus; His hometown wouldn’t have let him 

preach (Matthew 13:53f); His own people payed no attention to him (John 1); His own siblings didn’t believe in 

him (John 7); Peter wouldn’t have let him go to the Cross; and the disciples wouldn’t have let him ascend to 

rule and reign over all things after his resurrection!  

 

Don’t forget who Jesus is. Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life. His coming is reshaping our twisted existence 

to his perfection. The Cross shapes everything. We now know reality through the Cross. Through the Holy 

Spirit inspiring Paul, the Apostle we have this challenge from a church in Corinth to us today to shape our 

expectations in view of the Cross.  

 

Look at our text this AM. I want to give you several truths from this passage to center our expectations on the 

Cross.  

 

1. Test Your Expectations  

 

Let’s go back to that idea that some people have: “Expectation is the root to all heartache.” Why would people 

say that? Such a declaration revels disappointment. There is a rupture between what you want and what you get. 

If you don’t get what you want, disappointment. Disappointment is a fleeting feeling. Discouragement is when 

disappointment lingers. Disappointment is inevitable, discouragement is a choice. I remember hearing that for 

the first time from my pastor, Charles Stanley. Now, I know what he meant. Is it true? Is discouragement a 

choice? How can you make the choice to not be discouraged? Test your expectations.  

 

What if there were a way for you to be untouchable? What if there were a way for you to face any situation with 

certainty? To do so, consider the Cross. The Cross is the paradigm by which we know God! The Cross of Christ 

takes everything that we know and reshapes it. The Cross, as 1 Corinthians 1:25 says, the power of God and the 

wisdom of God.  

 

Look at verse 1. Paul says my coming to you as a sent one, an Apostolos, is itself a demonstration of the power 

and wisdom of God on a Cross. Paul’s coming to preach Christ in this way shouldn’t have disappointed the 

Corinthians but it did because they were trying to see the world without the Cross. The Corinthians were 

building their expectations on the failed wisdom of the world.  

 



Nothing will rub us rawer in our age than someone else telling us that we are not the center of the universe, and 

that even with the best of intentions we can get it wrong. This is a challenge for us this morning as we consider 

ourselves and our church. What do we expect from a church? What are our expectations of a Christian 

preacher? Lofty speech, eloquence, good looks, nice speaking voice, nice facilities, or do we gather to proclaim 

the message of God – Christ crucified? This message is challenging for us because we become accustomed to 

things just like we like them. The challenge for us is to never neglect what we are all about – Christ crucified! 

Scripture isn’t saying that a preacher can’t have lofty speech, eloquence, look his best, do his best, and be his 

best, or that a church shouldn’t take care of their facilities and the rest. What the text is telling us is that all of 

those things are to be counted as a loss compared to Christ!  

 

I remember heading to Haiti shortly after the earthquake in 2010. I was in a time in my life that I was in a 

dangerous place and didn’t know it. I came from an awesome church. We had an amazing preacher, awesome 

facilities, it was one of the most forming times in my life but could have been the most dangerous because of 

false expectations that could have been built in my mind. I went from serving in a church that had 5,000 on a 

Sunday with a multi-million-dollar budget to pastoring a church that had 45 on a good Sunday with a worship 

center that could hold 90 comfortably. Then I go to Haiti and watch 75 pastors travel across the dangerous 

mountain roads of Haiti to receive a weekend of training. I was in seminary at the time, had tuition paid, had my 

Haiti trip paid for, was getting school credit for my time with the pastors in Haiti.  For some of those pastors, 

traveling over those mountain roads was them risking their lives for one weekend. I traveled with the pastors 

back across the mountains of Haiti and dropped them off a few at a time along the way. On one of the stops we 

got to visit a church that one of the pastors serves. It was a plaster building painted aqua blue. The plaster was 

cracking, the building needed painting, the roof leaked, the floor was dirt with puddles from the leaking roof, 

the pews were wooden and uncomfortable. There was no electricity, no sound system, no air condition. But you 

know what was there – a preacher who had little to no education, wasn’t wealthy, didn’t have the best facilities, 

but who preached Christ crucified. You know what else was there? A congregation that placed their hope in 

nothing less than Jesus blood and his righteousness.  

 

Most of the things that we have come to expect and demand are worthless. There is one thing worth more than 

anything in the world that we should demand and expect – Christ crucified, the wisdom and power of God! Test 

your expectations. If your expectations are outside the bounds of the Cross then you have nothing to look 

forward to except disappointment because Christ crucified is reality.  

 

That brings us to our next point. If we are going to test our expectations then we need to know what to expect. 

Number two this AM: 

 

2. Expect What God Demands 

 

There are four things that God demands. Let me show them to you from the text: 

 

a) God’s Message  

 

Look at verse 1. There is an important distinction that I want to draw out. It is subtle, but shouldn’t be missed. 

See the word testimony? That word is the word that we get our English word martyr from. Martyr means one 

who bears witness and gives testimony. Notice the way our Bible reads, The testimony of God. Not a testimony 

about God, but God’s testimony. Paul made it his ambition to proclaim Jesus not proclaim about Jesus. What’s 

the difference? One has the power to save, one is nothing more than talk. (I am thinking Acts 19:15 here) 

 

God’s message is Christ! He is the Word of the Father. Hebrews says, that God has spoken by the Son. (1:1) 

Paul preaches Christ because Christ is the gospel, and the gospel is the power of God unto salvation. (Romans 

1:16) The difference between proclaiming God’s message and proclaiming a message about God is the effect – 

salvation. Only God’s testimony saves, and God’s testimony is His Son!  

 



God demands his message to be proclaimed. 

 

b) Trust the Power of the Cross  

 

Look at verse 2. Paul decides to know nothing except Christ and him crucified. What does this mean? It can’t 

mean that Paul wasn’t skilled at using whatever means necessary to reach people. Read his tactics in the book of 

Acts, especially when he was in Athens, to see how prepared Paul was. What this means is Paul is he know the 

power rests not in the one proclaiming but the one being proclaimed; the power is not in his skill but in the 

power of the Cross. If he has lofty speech or wisdom it isn’t for the sake of lofty speech or wisdom, his 

confidence rests in the power of the cross. 

 

Let’s keep going. And I love where we go next. Look at verse 4. Look at the vulnerability that Paul 

demonstrates here. It is the same kind of vulnerability that he shares elsewhere when he calls himself a slave of 

Christ Jesus and will tell the Corinthians later that for Christ’s sake he delights in his weakness. (2 Corinthians 

12:10) This is also why a famous guy like John the Baptist could say, I must decrease, he must increase. (John 

3:30) Why? The Cross of Christ has broken them so that it could put them back together.  

 

c) The Gospel to Have Deep Effect  

 

Fear and trembling is a word that is used in the Old Testament several times to describe someone after they had 

seen or experienced God. Paul comes to the Corinthians fearing and trembling at the Grace of God, not the fear 

of man. Here is a man who is moved by the call of God on his life, he takes it seriously. He will tell the 

Corinthians later that he bears the pressure of his care for all the churches. He is a nobody telling everybody 

about the greatest somebody, a man who preaches a message greater than anything he could ever articulate, all 

while knowing that one day he must give an account for the souls that he shepherds. No wonder he says he is 

with them in weakness, fear, and trembling. Shouldn’t you and I be? 

 

Very quickly, I want to point something out to you. This is very important. If we miss this we miss God 

entirely. God demands:  

 

d) Trinitarian Redemption  

 

God is triune. He has eternally existed as Father, Son, and Spirit. If you deny this, you deny redemption. Look 

at the text. Testimony of the Father, verse 1; He decided to know nothing except Jesus Christ, the Son crucified, 

verse 2; and then in verse 4 we have the first mention in the letter of the Holy Spirit. Father, Son, Holy Spirit – 

our God of redemption. The Father sent the Son to accomplish salvation; the Spirit applies the salvation secured 

by the Son – Trinitarian redemption with the Cross of Christ at its center.  

 

If you are going to center your expectations on the Cross then you must: Test your Expectations. Expect what 

God Expects. Finally,  

 

3. Rest Confidently in the Power of God  

 

Nothing will free your soul like the power of the Cross. The Cross focuses our attention not on who we are or 

what we can do, but on what the eternal God in heaven has done for us. If you are the center of your 

redemption, there is no reason for you to have any confidence, but if the eternal God is at the center, you have 

every reason imaginable to be confident.  

 

You know why Paul never wants the Corinthians to focus on him? Its is never about him. How could it be? I 

like what C.H. Spurgeon used to say.  

  



 I do not come into this pulpit hoping that perhaps someone of his own free will return to  Christ. My 

hope lies in another quarter. I hope that my Master will lay hold of some of  them and say, ‘You are mine, 

and you shall be mine. I claim you for myself.’ My hope  arises from the freeness of sovereign grace and not 

from the freedom of the will.”  

 

Our faith is founded on the finished work of God on our behalf, nothing less. Our hope is built on nothing less 

than Jesus blood and righteousness. Jesus paid it all, all to him we owe. We expect nothing more than Jesus and 

by expecting Jesus we expect it all!  

 

 

 

 

 


