
TEXT:  DANIEL 1:1-21; 2:17 

 

TITLE: HOW TO BE TEN TIMES BETTER THAN  

YOUR  RIVALS/IN A STRANGE LAND 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

"The Rudderless State of Education" 

...easier to find a gun than a Bible 

...easier to find drug paraphernalia than a library book. 

 

 

ILL... Philadelphia Inquirer Survey: 

  69% could not identify three African countries 

  25% could not locate the former Soviet Union 

  22% could not tell the two largest states 

  80% could not name all 50 states 

 

ILL... Ph. D. Scholars:  Dissertations 

  1. Submerged Sensuality Technology and  

   Perceptions in Bathing 

  2. A Functional Approach to Interruptions in 

   Conversations A Mathematical Analysis 

 

ILL...Classes Vermont:  Middleburg College 

 ...Popular Culture and Eroticism in the Films of  

  Bridgette Bardot 

 ...Slimnastics/The Ultimate Frisbee 

 

ILL...Academy of Religion:  (1996) 
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 ...Kill Us Softly/How Women Kill in the Bible 

 ...Virtual Touch in Cyberspace 

 

T.S.. . We have an Academic Anemia in America today.   

   Without God our whole Education structure is  

   about to crumble. 

 

T.S... You - The Class of 1998 Can and Must put us back  

  on Course. 

 

 

I. KNOW THE WISDOM OF THE CULTURE  

 /CULTURE AND CHRIST 

  Daniel 1:3-8 

*The Culture is not God's Enemy 

*The only way to battle is to know how to defeat - we  

 must give a better answer. 

 

A. Could learn and work with excellence 

  (v. 17)1. Stayed committed to God 

 

B. Culture is not God’s enemy 

  1. We who follow God must be competent leaders 

    in our culture. 

  2. We must pledge our allegiance to God. 

   a. God gave skill 

   b. God gave wisdom 

 

(v. 18) Daniel and his three friends were (10) times better 

than the smartest of Babylon. 
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 -Hananiah 

 -Mishael 

 -Azariah 

 

…Sorcerers:  “To bewitch, to cast a spell” 

…Astrologers: “Priestly class in Babylonian religion” 

…Diviners:  “Those who sought to ascertain or decree  

      the fate of others.” 

 

 

T.S… I Samuel 2:30 

    “…Those who honor Me I will honor, but those  

     who despise Me will be disdained.” 

 

     *Righteousness is a pre-requisite for enjoying 

      the covenant blessings. 

 

 

God loves the Pagans also – Daniel was God’s instrument 

to bring this culture to God. 

 

 *Testimony to the fact that a believer could remain  

  true to his faith in a pagan culture. 

 

 *Testimony he received a promotion rather than 

  withdrawing from the world. 

 

 *God called Daniel to be a key individual within the  

  political structure of his day. 
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  *Some have suggested that Daniel’s influence  

   extended to the drafting of Cyrus’ decree permitting  

   the first group of Jews to return to Jerusalem to  

   rebuild the Temple. 

 

 

*Daniel’s commitment to God was a beacon to others 

pointing them toward the way to live for God no matter 

where they might be found. 

 

 

T.S… God’s people were not meant to settle down in a  

     foreign land.  Destiny awaited them in Palestine. 

 

 

II. KNOW THAT COMPROMISE WILL DEFEAT  

  YOU 

 (v.8) "Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not  

   defile himself." 

 ...Our culture is called the culture of Tolerance. 

    Compromise has acquiesced to tolerance... 

 

 I Sam. 2:30:  "I will honor those who honor me." 

 

 

III. KNOW THAT GOD WILL HONOR COMMITMENT 

 (vs. 18-20)  Ten Times Better:  This is God's design  

 for you. 
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IV. KNOW THAT YOU NEED GOD EVERY DAY 

 (V. 18, Chapter 2)  - "Desire the mercies of God..." 

 

 ILL...(The Dream) 
 

 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

You will never have all the answers - but you can know that  

 God will always be with you - 

 *Never compromise... 

 *Call upon God... 

 

These young men were committed to doing what's right. 

We live in a strange land... 

Turn us back to God! 


