
TEXT:  I Peter 5:8 

 

 

TITLE:  THE FAMILY IS THE TARGET 

 

INTRODUCTION 

1Peter 5:8 

“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, 

walketh about, seeking whom he may devour.” 

 

Dr. Dobson, “Focus on the Family” stated that Western civilization 

stands at a great crossroads; our very survival as a people will depend 

upon the presence or absence of masculine leadership in millions of 

homes…dads hold the keys to the preservation of the family. 

 

T.S… Steven Pharner, stated that leading your family  

   through the chaos of American culture is like leading a  

   patrol through enemy occupied territory. 

 

T.S… Chuck Swindoll, stated that we live in “The Do Your  

   Own Thing Syndrome.” 

 

T.S… Solomon:  Narcissism and Intimacy “What seems to be  

   distinctive about our times is that society sees  

   narcissistic traits as a means to an end, not as a  

   problem.”  (p.11) 

 

T. S… Galyn:  The Rage Within, “The most dangerous thing  

   in the world is to be unloved.” 

T.S… It is apparent that all-out war has been declared on  

   the Family.  

 

            1Peter 2:21- “For to this you have been called, because  

            Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example,  

            so that you might follow in his steps.” 
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I. FIRST:  THE ENEMY SEEKS TO DESTROY YOUR  

 RELATIONSHIP – HUSBAND/WIFE 

 

 EXPL…I Corinthians 7:5 

 “Defraud ye not one the other, except it be with consent for a  

 time, that ye may give yourselves to fasting and prayer; and  

 come together again, that Satan tempt you not for your  

 incontinency,” 

 

 ILL…Christopher Lasch:  The Culture of Narcissism 

   “Both men and women have come to approach  

   personal relationships determined to manipulate the  

   emotions of others while protecting themselves against  

   emotional injury, both sexes cultivate a protective  

   shallowness…” 

 

 EXPL…I Corinthians 7:3-4 

 “Let the husband render unto the wife due benevolence:  

 and likewise, also the wife unto the husband.  The wife hath  

 not power of her own body, but the husband: and likewise  

 also, the husband hath not power of his own body, but the  

 wife.” 

 

 *DO YOUR PART 

 

 *INVESTMENT INTO EACH OTHER 

 T.S…Don’t become inconsistent! 

 

 

II. SECOND:  THE ENEMY SEEKS TO DESTROY YOUR  

  RELATIONSHIP WITH YOUR CHILDREN 

 

 ILL…Osherson, Harvard Psychologist: “…If the father  

  is not there to provide a confident, rich, model, the  

  family is left in a vulnerable position.” 

 

 ILL…Let’s deal with the quality time concept”   

  Remember:  Less time = Less influence.” 
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 Matthew 6:25 

 “Therefore, I say to you, Take no thought for your life,  

  what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your  

  body, what ye shall put on.  Is not the life more than meat,  

  and the body than raiment?” 

  *Food 

  *Fashion 

  *Finances 

  *Future 

 

 APPL…Matthew 6:33 

 “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his  

  righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto..” 

  

   

 

 

 ILL…Lun Lun/Lin Lin Pandas are on the endangered  

 species list.  The family is also on the endangered list. 

 

 

III. THIRD:  THE ENEMY SEEKS TO DESTROY YOUR  

  SPIRITUAL RELATIONSHIP 

 

 EXPL…Matthew 4:4 

 “But he answered and said, ‘It is written, Man shall not  

 live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out  

 of the mouth of God.” 

 

 EXPL…I Peter 3:7 

 “Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to  

 knowledge, giving honor unto the wife, as unto the weaker  

 vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life; that  

 your prayers be not hindered.” 
 

  *Pray Together 

  *Worship Together 

  *Witness Together 
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 ILL…A recent study shows that the quantity of life  

  suffers from skipping church. 
 

  Researchers at the Universities of Texas and Colorado  

  as well as Florida State University found that those who  

  regularly attend religious services live 10% longer than  

  those who never darken the church doors. 

 

 

  For those who attend services once a week, statistics  

  indicate they will live to age 82 – and can tack on an  

  additional year of life expectancy if they attend more  

  than once a week.  Those who don’t go at all live to an  

  average age of 75, the study said.     USA Today, 4/26/99 

 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

We need to make the commitment today that we’re going to take our 

family back.  We’re no longer going to be on the endangered list. 

 

 


